’

Hon. C.J. ¥ilde, County Auditor
Nusoes County

corpus Obristi, Texas
Desr 8irs

Opinion Ro. 0-1127
Re; May the County Tax Assossor-Collsctor
or his deputies retain Kotary fees for
ecknowledging traasfers of own
of eutomobiles, eto. under the faots
- .get Lorth? :

Your roqﬁm for sn opinien on the questions
a_: aréd herein stated has beal received by this of-
fice, .

Your letier reads, in part, as follows;

%#le Is the County Tax Assessor-Collestoer
or his or her deputies, entitled to sharge
Tor and retain Kotary fees for ssknowledg-
ing trausfers of owmnerahip of autamobiles,
ots., where such work is dons during regu-
lar working hours, or must asush fees, if
charged, be tmea over to the Countye

"2+ Would opinica be the sams if
the Rotaries {or the Tax Assessor-Collegte
ar) persanelly peid the fees for their
right to aot as Notariesy®

Artieles 7248a, Revised Clivil Statutes, reads
as Tollows; ' :

*The Asssasor and Collsctor of Taxes
Sheriff, or sSheriff and Assessor and Col-~
leotor of Taxes, are hersby authorized and
empowered, to & ater al)l oaths necen~
sary for the discharge of the dutlies of
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their respective offices, and to administep
all paths rsguired for thée transaction of
business of their respeoctive offioces."

The last two paragraphs of Article 3891, He~
vised Civil Statutes, read as follows)

*the gompensations, limitations and saxi-
nums herein fixed in this Aot for officers
shall include and aggly te all officers men~-
tioned herein in esch and every ccuasy of
this 8tate, and 1t is hersdy declarsd teo bde
the mtention of ths laglslature that the

- provisions of this Aot shall apply Yo eash
of said officers, and any special or gener-

" al law inconsiatent with the provisions
hereof is heredy c{:ou repealed in so far
“t.th. sams may de lnsonsistent with this
Act, )

“The gompensation, limitations and maxi-~
suns herein fixed shall also apply to 21l
foos and compeunsation whatsoever ¢olleated -
by sald officers in their official capacity,
whethay asdountable as fees of office under
tha present, and any law, general or speoial,
to the oon is hKeredy expressly repedl-
ed, The only and sharacter of compen~
sation exempt from the provisions of this
Aot shall de rewards recsived by Sheriffs
for spprehension of eriminals or tives
from Justice and for the yreccovery of stolea
property, and moneys received by County Judges
and Justioes of the Peaocs for performing
marriage ceremcunies, which sum shall not be
accountable for and not required to bve re-
ported as fees of office,™

Article 6883, Revised Clvil statutes, reads
as followsy

"When any person, other than a duk‘r.
sells a-vehicle subicot to registration
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hereunder, he shall indorse upon his certifi.
cate of registration a written tSransfer of
the same, The purchaser of such motoy vehi-
9le shall pay to the county tax eollector uf
the county of his residence s transfer fde

of one dollar, with his full name and jddress,

ewndl a b a?® ot A mmaan an b

and he shall whed U6 regardsd s the owner
thereof and amenddle to the provisiocas of
t'm‘ law." :

In opinien Ko« 0~38, this departmant held
shat & TsX Assessar~0ollector and his desputies are
not prohibited dy law from holding the offiee of No-
tary Publie while holding the offlice of Tax Asses-.
sor-Colleqtor or deputies of such office..

In opinion No. 0~921, this department hald
that & County Clark may eharge and collest for ser-
vices performed by request which are not & part of
the duties of his offiee, provided thad the services
80 rendered 4o not ocnrllo with his offioial duties
and are not in violation of the lawe The statutes
impoge no duty upon the Tax Assessor-Calleataor or
his deputiss to ackmowledge transfers of ownershipy
of automobiles., Any efficer who is authorized to
administer oaths or take acknowledgments may proper-
ly aaknowledge such tranafers of ownersiip,

You are respesotfully advised that i§ 1s the
opinion of this departament that tie Tax Azsessore
Coilector or his deputies who are fuly qualified No-
taries may perform sucsh services as taking the ac~
know ledgments for transfers of omership of sutomo~
biles by request, and persconally retain such fees,

Trusting that the foregoing answers your in-
Quiry, we rema

Yours very truly
ATTORNRY GESERAL OF TRIAS

yy (onilell L Tlen

A¥ jomb Ardell Williams

Assistant
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