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Re; ,Authority of counties to

- d “funds given to them
iidel the, terms of House Bill
688 for eonstruction and
u;jpégoe of lateral roads.
We are in reggipt ol \yo \}etter in whieh you pro-
pouné tvhe rollowi95 qusstiong \{\\\h;%
~ "kay the a g?%qg\to csunties undexr
the terms\of ¢this bil] be expended by the
commisslonars™ court r jie eonstruction
t
/s

and maintenancs of fiﬁd

¥y lateral roads,

eply to your question we refer you to paragraph
n (4) Section (h) of House Bill #688,
~slxth Legislature, Regular Session, 1939,
art, as follows;

g in the laters) road fund
ty after the payment of =zaid right-

under\thedirection of the Commissioners?
court IoY any one or all of the following pure~
poses: (a) For tae acquisition of rights-of-
way for couniy lateracl roads and for the pay-
ment of legal oblig.tions incurred thersfor
prior to Jaznuary 2, 1639, (b) for the con-
siruction or improvement of county lateral
rosdg, (o) for paying the principal, interest
and sinking fund requirements of any bonds or
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warrants which were legaliy issued by suoch
county or road distriot prior to January 2,
1939, the proceeds of which were gctually
expended in the construction or improvement
of lateral county roads, (d) for the purpose
of supplemanting funds appropriated by the
United 3tates Govsrnment for workas Progress
Administration highway construstion, rublie
works Administration highway construction,
and such other grants of Federal funds as
nmay be made avallable to the counties of this
State foxr county lateral road construetion,
and (e) for the purpose of cooperating with
the State Highway Department and the Federal
Government in the oonstruction of farm-to-
market roads,"

In our opinion this c¢learly authorizes the ocom-
missioners' court to expend the funds given them under
House Bill #688 for the occnstruction and maintenance of
county lateral roads,

wWhen once the county 1s advised of the balance
available to their credit in the lateral road ascount
sat up under this law by the Board of County and District
Road Indebtedness {t then hecomes a matter for determina-
tion by the commissioners' court of that county as to the
disposition of such funds available, subject only to the
restrictions above stated,

_ This department is not in a position to say when
such funds may become available to the various counties,
for the reason that the administration of this law has been
conferred upon the Board of County and District Road XIn-
debtedness and we think trai they alone can advise you as
to the time suel funda will beeome available.

You have already been nailed a copy of our opinion
Number 0-908, which we think answers your third inquiry as
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to the constitutionality of this bill. ¥e might state
further that in our opinion the objectlions raised in
Opinion Number 0-908 were corrected in the present bill,
House Bill #688, we think, complies with Upinion Number
0-908,
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