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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

Gonasn C. MANN
ATTORNEY GENERAL

Ronoradle cuinoy Hawkins
County Audisor
Henderson County

Athens, Texas

s

Dear 8irt 4{/“‘-§X
oplalon Fo, o:Izva\\\h

Ret Right of a persoh.to wpte in

Sehwol Copsolidadion Elec-
Qetaoder, 19 by

n¢ of having paid hie

po yax 8nd propsrty taxes
> Ob [} 19590

6f Septendar 22, 1939,
b, of the facts shortly
R of\the followxing ques-

\
i

Ve recelvy
togather with a ¢
thereafter requedti
tion::

N s his poll tax
he pays his property

- may he or she

nnoiidasion slection

1540, by reason of

Art101e 8959, Revised Civil Statutes, 1925, pro-
vid ng otDer $hings that the poll tax *, . ., shall de
Pald ny any ¢ stween the first day of Qotoder «nd the
ry following « + ."

fole 8958, Revised Clvil Statutes, 1935, pro-
Yides, ia part, as followss

"e « « provided that any voter who
is sudjeat to pay a poll tax under the
laws of this State . . « shall have paid
83ld tax berore offering to vote at any
election in thie Btate and holds a re-
ceipt showinirthat sald poll tax was paid
before tshe ¢

st day of Yedruary gg;} *;g-
Seding suoh eleotiony . . . The provialons
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of this Article as to casting ballots
shall apply at ull eleotions fnocluding
general, spedial and primary elsctions.”

' Your attention is ealled to the opinicn of Honor-
able Soott Galnes, Assistant Attornesy General, rendered
Maroh 31, 1931, 1o response to the following question:

*"%ho is a qualified voter in &
bond election?*®

The opinion, in part, reads &s followa:

*In order that one be eantitled
to vote in said election, it would be
necessary that he or she shall have
paid a poll tax prior to Febmary
lst of the year in whioh the person
seeks ' to vote and holds a proper poll
tax receipt iasued therefor, or is
exexpted thersfrom . . "

¥e believe this opinion is equally applionblo'to
the question you ask. , .

We call your attention to the case of Nell et al
v. Pile et a1, found in 75 S, %, (2) 899. In this oase,
some twenty persons presented their 1933 poll tax receipts
end were 2llowed to vote by virtue thereof, in an slestion
held January 9, 1933. The court uses the following langusge:

"The election was held on January
9, 1933, and only persons who hold 1932
poll tax receipte were gqualified to
vote, unless they wers exempt from the
payment of a poll tax under soms provie
sion of the law." :

The rule 1s clear in Texas that & person must quall-
fy before February lst of the year in which he or she seeks
to vote, It follows that a person who has not pald his goll
tax, or has not otherwise qualifried, before February 1, 1939,
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oannot vote 1a an electlon to de held 1n Jotober, 1939,

Yours very truly

ATTORNEY G L OF TKIAS
e ' ‘

,Rost Carlton
// Asaistant

RC:7L

AP% .
b cs
_G.JL_?) ATTORNEY GENERsZ OF THZ:S
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