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" OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEX_AS
AUSTIN

" Honorable Basoom Giles
Conmigsioner, General Lend Office
Austin, Texas ‘

Dear Mr, Gilest

Opinion No. 0"154
Reo1 Authority of Land Commisdioner

or to prepare such
noticow and pay stenographer out
sum ‘gﬂpoaited.

rticula? matters about which you inquire
royisions of Seotion 1 {o} of House Bill

T the Aot makes provision for the

ons to purchase or lease land olaimed
ong other things, Section 1 (o) provides
that thb writteA application to purchase or lease shall
staste that thd applicant "desires to purchase or lease
same under the provisions of this Aot." The gams section
further provides as followst

"Phe Commissioner shall notify the sppli-
cant by letter of the estimate of the cost of
procoedings under the application, and, within-
thirty (30) days after the date of suoh letter,
the applicant shall mske a deposit with the Com-
missioner to oover oosts of all work which may
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be necessary in order to oomply with the request
contained in suoh application.”

It 43 further provided thatt_

*The doposita provided for in this sectior
ghall be & speoial trust fund to bo usod only
for the purposes authorizod by thia Act."

Section 1 (o) further provides:

"Upon £iling of any such applicatidn with
the Comaissioner and upon the making of the re-
quired doposit as provided for hoerein, the Come-
misnionor shall forthuith ocuss a notice of in-
tention to survey to bo mailed to all porsons
naned in the application es Interestod persons,
and at the addresses given thorein, end %o tho

Attornoy General of Texas. The no{icea shall ‘be
deposited in the Post Offico at Austin, Texas, at
least ten (10) days prior to the date fixed for
the ‘beginning of such survey."

You stote that an applioation to lesse certasn

alleged vacant. land under the provisiond or 'Itbust Bi1l 9
Lng been filod in your offioco,and. that such applioation
oontdins a'list of npproximgtely 2700 intorestod parties,

You thon request our opinion upon the rollowing speoific,

guastionss

n}, Is the oost of preﬂaring and mafling
sald nolioes a part of tho "costs of 8l) work
which may be necosszry in .order %o oomply with
the Tequont oontained in suoh mrplicstion?,
which should be inoluded 1n the estimate mailed
to the applicant?

*If you have answered tho question in the. at~
firmative, thent

"b. Does the Commissioner of the General
Iand 0ffice have the authority to emplvy'a #dienoe
grapher .to prepare end mail sald notices and to
pay such a stenographer out of the money deposited
by tho applicant to cover the costs of proocescding
‘inder his application?®

6
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Inasmuch as ‘Seotfon 1 (¢) of Houso Bill ¢ re~
quires the Commissioner upon the making of the required
deposit to "forthwith cause a notice of intention to
survey to be meiled to all persons named in the applica-
tion as interosted partiea®, we, therefore, are of ths
opinion tha*t the preparation end malling of such notices
is "work which may be necessary in order to comply with the
request contained in such application.”  ouse Bill 9
specifically provides the steps whioh shall be tsken by
the Commissioner of tho General Land Office upon the
£iling with him of an application 0o purchdse or lease
an alleged vacancy. One of those stcps is the malling
of notices to ell persons named in the application as
interested persons. Accordingly, in our opinion, it is
olear that the cost of preparing and meiling the notioces
required by the aot is 8 0ost which may properly be in-
cluded by the Commiscioner in making up his estimate of
the "ocost of proceeding under the application”, The rirst
question oontained In your letter 1is, .therefore, answered
in the affirmative,

_ In ansvier to0 the second guestion contained in
your letter, you are advised that, in our opinion, the
Commissioner of the Ceneresl lend Ofrioce does have the
suthority to employ a stenogrepher to prepasre ond mail
the notices referred to and to pay such stenogrepher out
of money docposited by the appliocant as aeforesald, provided,
however, that the ordinary stenogresphic-force rogularly

" omployed by the Genoral Land Office is‘itisufficioent to
prepare and mail sald notices with reasonasble dispatch,

“e do not believe that It was the purpose of House Bill

9 to authorize the employment of a speciel stenographer
upon the filing of each appliocation to purchase or loase

& vacancy without regard to the number of interestcd per-
sons named in the application. However, in the instanoce
referred %o in your letter, the interested porsons nunber
2700, If the preparation end mailing of notices to the
2700 persons nemed in the application in quoestion would
necessitate the employment of & stenographer in order to
have suoh notiocs prepared.and mailed with roasonable dis-
patch, it is our opinion that you are authorized to employ
& stenographor for thet purpose snd to pey suoh stenogropher,
~out of the special trust fund deposited by the applicsant,
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- the actual and reasonadle amount oharged by the steno-
graphez for suoh worke !

_ Yours very truly

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

| k% e
Kepke

Robert/E,
Assispantl
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