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e 7331 of the Revised Civil 3tatutes of 1923,
prior to {te 4mandnant. read ., in part, ss follows:

*For preparing the anncal delinquent
1ist of assessuents oharged to the tax cole-
lector upon the tsx roll, dut which have not
been cellected at the time of his annusl
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- settlement with the 3tate and county, sep-
arating the property previocusly sold to
the State from that reported so0ld as de-
linquent for preceding years and for »ro-
rating the State taxes lnto State revenue,
State sohool and State pension, calculat-
ing the penalty, extending it and sdding
it in with other taxes, bdelanoing the de-
linquent lists and certifying it to the
somuissioners court and the Coaptroller,
the tex colleotor shall be entitled to &
fee of one dllay for each eorrest assess-
ment of land to be aold, said fee to be
E‘{‘i :: costs against the dslinguent,

In sonstruing this 0ld statute, the Attorney General's
Depertaent, in a number of opinions written by Honoradle H,
Grady Chandler, Assistant .ttorpey General, held that the One
Dollar fee provided therein should be allowéd for each tract of
land gpon whioh delinquent taxes were owed,

In 1929, iz the ¢ase of 3tate v, Froat, 16 3. ¥, (28}
331, Court of Civil iAppeals, the Court held that seventy-four
lots in one subdivieion were one tract and the tax golleector
was sntisled to only One Dollar for ths entire trast under ar-
tiocle 7331 before same was amended. Another Court of Civil
Appeals held the same in the oase of State vs, Slater, 1¢ 3, ¥,
(24} 877. This case was, however, reversed by the 3upreme Court
of Texas in an opinlion writtean in 38 3. W. (24} 1097. The Su-
prese Court held that under the ¢ld statute the tar collector
was entitled to One Dollar for each trach, and "truoti®™ was de-
fined as the unit whioh was the last or smallest sudbdivision.
It ia %o be noted that this opinion of the Suprems Court was
handed down in 1931, after the amendment of Article 7331 in
1930. Howerer, the case was concerned only with the old stat-
ute and 414 not mention or diacuss the Rnew statute and the ef-
feot of vthe amendaenty,

It was during the period of thias unsettled oondition
of the law on this perticular astter in 1930 when the leglslature
aaended article 7331. 3aid Article was amsnded by the Forty-
rirst Legislature, Pourth Called Jeasion, Chapter 20, Section 8,
Subsequent t0 the ameandmsent, Article 7331 of the Roviaod Civil
Statutes reads, in par%, as follows:
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"For ealoulating and preparing re-
dexption certificates and recelipts, re-
porting and orediting redeaptions, post-
ing Comptroller'as redsaptioca aumders on
the delinquent tax record or annual de~
linquent list, mailing certificates of
redesption to taxpayers after approval
by the Comptroller, and for issulang re-
ceipts or certiricates of redemption for

rogcrtilsholn oa the manual delinquent
ist, the tax chllector shall be entitled
to a fee of one dollar ($1.00) for esach
correqt asseasmoent of land to be 8014,
said fee to be taxed as o0osts against the
delinquent. Correct assessment as herein
used means the laventory of all properties

f'&?ﬂ by an.-individual for any one year,
»n :

It is to be noted froam aArtiocle 7331, as amended,
that the Legislature has mow specifically provided that only
oae One Dollar fee 1s chargeable E:r year against any one de-
linquent taxpagnr regardleas of the azount of property upoun
whioh he owes taxes, The Lesgislaturse has sg:cirletlly defined
what is meant by "correet assessmenti™ as "y iaveatory of all
properties owned by am individual for any one year.”

3ince srtiocls 7331 was amended in 1930, there have
been no cases which have been concerned with the proposition as
set out in your letter. However, the question was ruled upon
by Attorney General James V. Allred in a conference opinion
dated August 18, 1933, written by Assistant .ttoraney General
?omar C. DeWolfe. ir. Dedclfe's opinion reads, in part, as fol-
owi s

"Here again the ocompensatiocn allowed
is for the performance of a series of acts
whieh must be subdstantiully performed he-
fore the fees allowsd is earned, However,
the fee is not dependent upoa the filing
of sult to ocolleot the taxea delinquent
but s dependent upon the perforuance
the several services enumerated and upon
the astual collestion of the taxes, pen-
alties, interest, and costs,

"It must further be observed that the
ters 'correct assessaent,’ as used ian the
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a0t Of the Forty-first legislature, is
meant 'the inventory of all properties
owned by an indfvidual for any ome ysart’
Theretofore, the tera 'correct assess-
ment'! had been used to mean each tract of
land as defined by the Legislature and dy
the courts; under the ict of the Porty-
first legislature, however, the term 'correct
assessment' would include all tracts of land
upon which taxes were delinquent for any ome
{ear, lccated in the county and owned by one
adividual,

"8ince Jaauary 1, 1931, however, the
tax collector has been entitled to a fee of
one {$1.00) docllar for each ocorrect assess-
aent of lund to be 80ld es shown by the
annual delinquent list {corrsct assessnaent
seaning the inveatory of all propasrties
owned by an individual for any one year)
'for ocalculating and preparing redemption
certiriocates and receipts, reporting and
orediting redeaptions, posting Comptroller'a
redenption numbers on the delinqusnt tax re-
cord or annual delinquent list, mailing cer-
tificates of redamption to taxpayers after
approval by the Comptroller, end for issuing
recelpts or certiricates of redemption for
property shown on the annual delinquent list."

It is the opinion of this Department that the ques~
L1000 was correctly disposed of by Assistant Attorney General
flomer Dedolfe, in the opinion above quoted, The Legislature,
by anendasnt, has provided for a Cne Dollar fee to be paild to
the 8ax collector for the performance of a number of services
ia connection with preparing and recording redemption certifi-
cates, The Leglslature has not set-up this One Dollar to de
collectable upon each redexption certiricete issued dvut rather
has allowsd the same to the tax collector for a number of ser-
vices including redemption certificates to be issued {n connec-
tion with each correct assessxment of land, The lLagislature has
further defined ths term 'correct assesanent' to mean the in-
ventory of all properties owned by an individual for any one
yearx.

It is, therefore, the opinion of this Department, that
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regardless of the time of peyzment by a taxpayer of delinquent
taxes on different parcels of property whioh he owns and which
payments are wmade at différent times, the One Dollst fee pro-
vided in Article 7331 is collectadle only once by the tax col-
lector for eaoh year on all the property of the taxpayer taken
together.

YOufs very truly

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEIAS
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