OFFICE'. OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
. : AUSTIN

SEmaALY C, Mann
ATroansy Goxenas,

Hon, Cols #ilde, cOunty Auditor
Kueces County
Cornus chriati. Toxas

" pear Sir: -
Opinion Ho. 0~1766
Re: Is it possidvie for lonergt
Court to exnploy an agext to provurd lafor-
pation necogsary rfor & : pila-
tion of the tax rolls by nor \ng &
regord ca the Congdsaloners!? ccut dindyes
~or should thsre sularly drawy Ldon~-
tract?, , . ' A R
Thib will ae ¥ of your rscent
request for en owinion on vo Atated qu»stion.
Your 1ett s B8 rollous:
L : 2 ve do nod
have a Wy’ ENG tims but have

pleasurs in 33 rn*ew&tu certified coples
b ad det dko ea la iﬂa of the

9ho is poqbib'ﬁ fer the Cox diesionansn _
purt td\gwy oy a&ant of t“is ?lnd by “uraly

the Coules cFLr ' court whioh are enclo;cﬂ u;th Jour
1n§u;rys R : : .

K "Upon mction by CGrrisJioabr rall, scoond~
ed by'OQ 1isaioner srafms, 1t was voted by tho .

HO COMMUNICATION 15 TO BE CONSTRUED AS A DEFARTMENTAL OPINION UNLESS ARPROVED BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OR FIRST ASSISTANT



- Fion. p;J.'ﬁilée,_paga ?

. Gourt thet Lom De Cordova be re-employed for
- & period of 12 moathks frox Decesdeor 15th,
© 1838, as Tex Ferret at e salary of {300. 00

. per month, under the supervision of the COLn-

.. by Tax Assessor-Cuxlector.

”; ﬂUpon motion by ucdmiaﬂioner Risi ger.

seoconded by Cormissioner Araim, it was voted

by-the Court thet E.ll. Estes be oxaploved as

" vpax Ferret' to represent the cohminsioners'

- gourt &nd assist it in the tex escessors de-

partment, to keep up and malntein the Stoner

‘Valuation Sjsten, said B,i{. Estos to Ve exn-
" ployed at a szlery of $200.00 par moath and.
. that seald selary be paid out of the Goenseral
;. Fund of the County, under suporvision of, tke
" County Tax nsn93ﬂor~Colleotor.“ .

By the provisions ol tre abovo qnoted dinutes

of the Comnissicners' Court, the parties mnntioaed
therein, are e_ployed as Tax Tarrats. -

Artioles 72642 and 73u5a, Vernon's civll Anno-

tated Statutes, Togd as follows:

eArt. 72642, - dlgstuant of de1incurnt taxes

_ and collecticn tne cofl

- Béc. 1.' It is heroby declared the Policy g

of the State to-sdjust delinguent tsxes, core-
rect errors, to eliminate conflicts in surveys
of land, and to collect the delinquent, ocou-

- petion, franchise end Ad Valorea Taxoes, in

order to cleur this 3tuto of such taxes, errors
end conflicts at the earliest date possidle,
aend to rrovide a systen-for.asszssors, in ordey
t0 eliminute the numerous errors thel now ap-

“pear on the tax rolls esch recurring year."-

-_"Aét. 73552, Delincuent tax caatracts

See. 1. ﬂo contract slell be pade or en-
tered into by the Coxalssionars' Court in con-
nection with the collection of delinguent taxes
vhere the conpensstion under such contrsot is

. . L [
‘.7 AR



Y L

Bo le c Je dilde, rase J

nore'than fifteen pext ceat of the azount col-
leoted. Sald ccntraet must be aprroved by
"both the Conptroller and the Attorney General
_0f the State of Texzs, bath as to substance
and foro. ¥Provided however the County or
- Pisirict Atto*noy skall not reevive any couo~
-pensstion for any services Lo may render in
conneotion with the perforsence of the ocon-
,traot or the taxea collaotad thereunder.

The case of WYaTT v8. oG ILL, County Juage,
et al, 114 8.%. (2d) 860 holds thst the statutes govern~
ing coztracts mudo "in connection with thke colleotion
- of delincuent taxes", tho words #delinguent taxes" are
not used in the technical sgnse, btut the statutoe nani-
fest intent to check exlsting evil resulting fronm the
ecployment of {ax’ ferrets, and not only to apcoify paxl-
nun compensatlon but to require ajpproval of such contracts
by both the Coxpiroller of Public Accounts end the it~
. tcrney Genoral of the State of Texas end that a contract
vhereby the county asreed to pay tex ferrets for pointing
persoaalty vhich tke. cwners have Talled to assess for the
current year or prior yesrs, &t & rate of fiftcen per
cent of tho state and county tuxes collected on property
" thus pcinted out, or iIf the State Comptroller or Attor-
ney Gsnaral should refuze to allow payacnt, for twenty-
Tive par cznt of the county taxes only, such a8 contreot .
-%es in conpsctlion with the eollectlon of delincusnt
taxes aad within the statute requiring such coatracts to
be arproved by both the cqnptroll»r and the Attorney
Gene‘al, ang was vold ﬁithﬁﬁt such a,proval.

This caso furthor holds thet the COnmieaioners'
Court nay validly eaploy "skilled experts"™ to value for
taxatlon purposes proporiy in snao*al Instencas, where -
technical eq;innent is recuiaad.

-In Cpizion lo. 0-1512, uriuten by doa. Billy
Golabe‘o, Aszistant Attornoy Ganeral, ‘dirgeted to Foa,
Fred Norris, County Aualtcr of Polk Ccunty, this depert-
ment held that the County Cozmslzslioaors'! Court had aut O~
ity to employ tax enginecrs to represent the Coumlssionexst
Court in erriving 6t various,_oil vsluations in Polk
County. And thet such contract was not enalogous to &

contrect for the colloction of dolinquent thGS.i
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o 'rhe ca8e I:!,.R?:UMT, .E'i‘ AL vs, E.* 2’113 CoW: n' &%
AL, 117 S.¥%. {(2d4) 494, Lolds that a contract uhereb: &
eounty ex=ployod sikilled erxperts to discover snd place
on rolls for texation prcysrty vwhleh has theretofcre
. escaped taxatlon was ¢ contract "in conneotlion with the
collection of delinguent taxes" end witkin the statute
.requiring such ccatracts to be ajproved by the Coxzptrol-
ler of 7ublioc Accounts and Attorney General of the Stote
of Texas and was void without such &yproval. - This case
further holds that the pertieclipstion ol the Comptiroller
was en indispensable reguirement for the validity of a
eocntract whereby skilled experts agreed to search for,
survey, identify the owners of, and make an. appraisal
of all tke taxable personalty in & county showiag the
value of such rroperty es of January 1, 1938, and to con-
plete a land and bullding valustlons survey ror the en- -
tire county and file tke coaplete regort of such lend
" end buiidings and treir valuss for the use of the Board
of Equalization ernd tho Ta& Assessor anu COllactor.

.  In view of thc forogoins aut*orities you are
resrectfully advised that it is the opinion of this de-
partaent that coatracts whereby tex ferrets are eaployed
guch contracts zust be in writing and epproved by the
Couptroller of #ublic Accounts and the Attorney Ggnorsl-
of the State of Texes and without *uch a&provhl. such
.eoatrects are vcid.

: Trusting that tre abova fullj gnswars jour in—
quiry, we rexain . S )

You 5 very truly _
S i*i;..,‘ A&TOnJSY’G*“ERAL oF b;x.s
‘}.::,f '.n?~“f 5:24¢4256£¢497’¢/'
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