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Ret 1Ia it a

We are in reseipt of
an opinlon of this department

"Ses. B2, ' b1l bave the power t¢

»{a) fny fraud or decelt in

L ti cunte of rapistration;

: siligbnes, lncompstenoy, or
migeond : 6 of prorsssian engl-
nesring Ay a ~eg~ste o professional englineer, . "

of Artlole 3271a, supra, reads as follows:

8,/ any parscn who shall practice, or

b praglica, the profeassion of engineering
are withaut being registered or exempted
in accordance with the proviaions of thls Act, or
any person presenting or attempting to use as his
own the certificate of ragistration or the ssal of
another, or any person who shall give any false or
forged avidence of any kind to the Board or to any
msmbor thereof in obtaining a8 certificate of regisg-
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tratlon, or any person who shall violate any of
the provisicns of thlas Aet, be fincd not less
than One Hundred (§$100,.00) Dollars nor more than
Five Hundred (500.,00) Dollars, or be confined in
jail for a period of not exceediny three (3)
aonths or both, Bach day of sueh violation shall
be a geparate offense.

"The Board is ocharged with the duty of aid-
ing in the enforesmont of the provislons of this
Act, and any meriver of the Board may prescnt to
a proseocuting oificer complaints relating to vio-
lations of any of the provisions of this Act; and
the Bourd thirough its membsrs, offisers, counsel
ané azgents ny assist in the trial of any cases

volving alleged violation of said statutes, sub-
Jecet to the control of the prosecuting of ficsrs.

"The Abttorney General or hls assistanis shall
act as legal auviser of the Board and shall render
such lepsl asslstanoc as may bs necessury in ene
foroing and making effective the provisicns of this
Aot; provided that thls ahell hot rellsve the local
prosecuting officers of any of thelr dutles under
the law as such,”

We quota from Texas Jurlsprudenoe, Volume 1I, pagse
330, as follows:

*The Texas statutes al numerous places reflect
the wise policy which demands that advertisements
tell the trutk and those those gullty of making
false, deceptive and misleading statements be re-
garded as offenders agalnet the otiminal law,

Thus false adévertising of merchandise or anything
offered for sale 1s on offense punlishable by fine,
(Article 1554, Penal Code} Advertising by banks
and trust companles is stringently regulated, par-
ticularly in regard to trutafulness. (Article 458,
Revised Civil Statutes; Artleles 542, 543, Penal
Code} Signs or advertisements vwhich were used by
a ocorporation now defunct may not be used under
penalty of a flne., The advertising of employment agentis
is regulated and certain kinds of advertising by
them are prohibited,
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"Permi.s from laviful authority are sometinmes
neceasary before a person pursuing a certain call=-
ing or busineass may advertlise. Thus the Blue Sky
Law penallizes the advertising of securities for
gals withcut first having obtained the permit re-
qulred, And it is a penitentiary offense to
advertise onets-agelf as a livestook commission
merchant without first having given ths bond re-
quiresd by law, (Article 1500, Penanl Code) Likc-
wise advertvising as a ocertified Public Accountant,
or using In advertissiients the initials 'C. P. AL!
without having recsived the required certificate
is a oriminal offenss punishable by fine, False-
ly advertising one's«self as a 'Reglstsred Cotton
Seed Breeder! or 'Caertified Cotton Seed Grower! is
proiiblted,

"« « +» The use of the flags of the United
Status and of the state of Texas for advertising
purposes is prohibited under penalty, . « « But
newspaper advertisement of the business, profes-
sion ané place of business of those praocticing the
healing art is expressly permitted, In many states
advertising by attorneys at law 1s restriocted, but
there are nc¢ such provielons in the Texas statutes,."
(333 note, 586 A, L. Re. l313)

Article o of the Penal Code provides that:

"In order that the system of penal law in
force in this state may bs complete within it-
gelf, and that no system of forelpn laws, written
or unwrltten, may be appsaled to, it 1s declared
that no person shall be punished for any act orx
omission, unlegss the same 13 pade a penal offense,
and the penalty is affixed theretoc by the written
law of this state.”

After making a careful search of the statutes, we find
no statute which prohibits advertising by reglstered professional
engineers,

You ars respectfully advised that it is the opinion of
tihls department that it 1s not a viclution of the law for
a graduate electrical and mechanical engineer to advertise him-
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self as suoch,

o Trugting that the foregoing fully answers your ine
quiry, we remain

Yours very truly
ATTORNEY GENMRAL OF TEXAS

(5) Ardell williams

Ardell Williams
Assistant
AVi1GC

APFROVED JAN 16 1940
(s) Gerald ¢, Mann
ATTORANEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

APFROVED
OFINICN COMMITTER
BY BWB
Chairman



