OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

Honorabdle Jossph A. Beyer
County Attoraney

Crane County

Crane, Texas

Dear Eir:

p4 recently voted
ction of a county
The Commissicncrs'

Three of the county commission-
ohers and live several ailes

ocut in YThe ocountry. The other commissioner
14v¢s 4in the oity of Crans., The thres ¢ox-
eizsionere who live in the country want the
comnissioner whe lives in town €0 have dharge
of the constructimn of the park and play-
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grounds and supervise sane. The park end
pleygrounds are tc be built only a few
niles from the city of Crene. The Crane
County Commissioners under the lav are
linited to a salary as commissioners of
$14,00.00 per year or adbout $116.00 per
month. The commissioner who lives in
Crane and the one whoa the other three
coamissinners want to supervise the park
construction feal like that if he is to
asgume this extra responsibdility he should
be allowed some extrs coispensation for this
work.

"Ths Question that they want answered
by your departaent undar such circumstances
is whether or not the court can hire or
allovw this comnigaioner in town some extra
coapensation as supervisor or foreman of the
construction of this parkx and playgroundas.*

Article 2350, Revised Civil Statutes, provides
thet:

"In cocunties having the fellowving
asgsesged veluntions, respectively, as
shown by the total assesssd veluations
of all properties certified by the county
a88e880r and approved by the Comnissioners
Court, for oounty purposes, for the pre-
vious yesr, from tias to time, the County
Commissioners of such counties shall each
receaive annusl selsries not to exceed the
smounts berein specified, . . . ., "
{Onderscoring ours)

Crac e County comes within the scope of the
first bracket of tax evsluations gpecified and listed
in the preceding provisions of ,rviole 2350, Fevised
givilistatnt.a. surra; namely, the following classi-

cation:

Assessed Valuations

46,000,001 2nd leas than
$10,000,000 not to exo0eed..ceea.s.§1400.00

Article 2340, Revised Civil Statutes, provides:
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"Before antering upon the 4uties ot
their office, the county Judge and each
cormissioner shall teks the officilal oath,
and shall also take a written cath that
he will not be 4ireotly or indirectly
interested in sny contrect with, or claim
sgainst, the county in whioh he residss,
except such warrants as may issue to him as
ndersooring ours

———

Thus, it is seen that a county commisaioner
ie¢ prohidited, under ocath, from being directly or in-
direotly intcrcatod in any claim agsinst the county
which he serves, save and except bhose warrants as
may issue to him as fees of offlice. All other claims
have Deen held to be contra to law and ?ublic poliey
and thus void, evenp though the claimant’'s intentions
weres good and the serviocss rendered beneficial. Ses
Knippas vs. Stewart Iron Yorks, 66 S. ¥, 322; Cornutt vs.
Clay County, 75 S. w. (24} 299.

Therefore, we conclude, and you are respect-
fully 2dvised that the commissioner in quastion c¢ould
not ¢leim or be awarded any extra comrensation arising
fros his auxilisry services rendered as foreaman or surper-
visor over the construction of the perk,

Tor your information we enclose an official
copy of an cpinion of this depasrtment deted Decender 6,
1938, addreesed to the Henorable D. E. Colp, Chairman
Texas State Farks Board, Austin, Texas, written by
the Honoradle Scott Caines, First Asslstant Attorney
Genersl, recorded on pags 772 of Lstter Cpinion Rook
No. 368, This might be of some aid to you.

Trusting that the ebove satisfactorily answers
your inquiry, ve r.aein,

Yours very truly
ATTORNEY GENTRAL CF TEXAS

/ 5 JJZ:. J. Fanning
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