OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

Eonorable R. T. Wedber, President
Stets Boerd of Dental Exaniners
1C14 Forwood Euillding

Austin, Texas

Dear Bir: Cpinica No, 316§
Re: Cffer to duplicats

5 for ctapens

iec»-cﬁ dtntiatt

1y written tc bl dcpa arl ﬁoldar. $e0~-

retary of the Teias O Dgntsl ¥zaalners,
You aédvise us the - :

party naaed in ho o o 1D8%s ." and request our
opinion on the stated facty.

e datser of a iy, Thoraton

ony Texae, vho is about to
260140 Lentsl Laberatory' in
nrofesses to the publie %o re-
pair s plate or denture for s considere-
tion of soney. Frices quotsd,

NO COMMURICATION 18 TO BE CONSTRUED AS A DEPARTMENTAL OPINION UNLESS APPROVED BY THE AYTORNLY GENERAL OR FIRST ASSISTANY
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*He hes pudlicly displayed in show
windows of his business an array of den-
tures Or plates of all types of anterisls
in shich he proposes to duplicats the
patients' o)d denture in ong of the typés
thet he has displayed for a copsideration
of x:onaey.

®*No dentist who is licensed to prac-
tioce dentistry in the State of Tezss i
conneotsd or worke in this dstadlishment.
Article 4551s of ths Texas Dentasl laws de-
fines persons as regarded in the praotice
of dentistry.

"This dspertmsnt requests your opibion:
Is this man's, ¥r. Thornten, business whiech
he 1s abcut to entear upon in viola tion of
Article 4551a and 12 this regardeld as prec~
ticing dentistry aus defined in Articles
455le and ®7 Your opinion is respectfully
requested.”

Artiole L%5la, Vernon's Annoteted Civil
Statutes of Texes, reads in rart as follows!

*Any person shall bd¢ regarded eas prac-
tioing dentistry within the meesning of thias
chapter: _

“yho shall offer or undertake . . . to
diagnoss . . . treat, operats or prescribde,
by any means or asthod, for any disecease,
psin, injury, defiolency, deformity or
physicel ocondition of the human testh,
alveolar proocess, gums Or Jaws end charge
therefor, directly or indirectly, money or
other compensation.” ‘

Yebater's International Dictionzry, Seocnd
Zditioen, dgrinca "glveolar process”™ as:

"The ridge, or raised thickened bdorder,
of the mandidle and superior maxillary bcnes
which eontain the sockets of ths testh.™
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Article 7%2b, Vernon's Annotated Fenal Code
>f Texas, provides maong other things that:

"It shall bs unlawful for any person,
Tirn, or corporation tc enzege in or be
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the practice of dentistry, direotly or
indirectly. Any ‘unprofessicnal conduot®
28 ussd Lereip, means and includss eny
one or more of the following acts, to-wit:

"(q) Advertising to the public any
commeroial dental lsborstory or dental
clinie. "

It seens rather clear to us thet Mr. Thornton
is edvertising to the public a comzerciel dental ladbora-
tory in violation of Artiele 752b {q), Vernon's Annotated
Yenal Code of Texas. The advertising of ths doing of
certain eots being an unprofessional oconduct in the
practice of centistry, the doing of such escts would be
the practics of dentistry. To duplicate, or offer to
duplicate, a patient'’s 01& denture into s type of plzte
en displsy in a "pudblic dental lsberatory” for compensa-
tion is prescribing or désignation of a remedy rdr the
alveolar process and has besn defined es 8 pravtice of
dertiatry by Article 455ls, Vernon's Annotated Civil
Statutes of Texss.

In our opinion your question sbould be answared
in the sffirastivs. ,

Yours very truly
ATTORNRY GENFESL CY TEXAS

By
rsohi chnson
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