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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

t:' AUSTIN
—_ l:Gmm C. MANN

FiL

ATronnzY GENERAL

Hon. G. H,. Slaughter
County Attorney
Martin County
Stanton, Texas

Dear Sir:

We are in rece
questing the opinion of %
- eligibiliity of a pe

ptment toushing the
¥ publie offigs who
precinet or.zunici-
8 a ocandidate, six

0. persoh shdll be eligidble to any
0ynty, precinot or municipal office

or municipality, in whieh he offers
himaelt es a candidete, next preceding any
general or specisl election, and ghall have
been an motual bona fide ¢itizen of asald
county, precinst, or munioeipality for more
than six months. Ko person ineligible to
hold office shall ever have his name placed
upon the ballot at any generel or apecial
eleation, or at any primary election where

NO COMMUNICATION IS TO BE CONSTRUED AS A DKPAIT“‘lN'I’AI. OPINION UNLISS APFROVED BY THE ATTORNEY SENERAL OR FIRST ASSISTANT
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candidates are selected under primary elec-
tion laws of this State; and no such ineligi-
ble candidate shall ever be voted upon, nor
have votes counted for him, at any such gen-
eral, special, or primary eleotion.”

It i8 observed that the term "general or spe-
cial election™, only, appesars in the firat sentence of
the statute; whereas, thereafter in the statute touching
a ditferent but related metter appear the terms “any

eneral oy special election, or at any primary eleotion”.
?emphasis ours) Clearly, therefore, the employment of
the term "general or special election”, pertasining to
the Bix months residence and citizenship requirements
wae not intended to inolude primary elections.

The general Rkleotion is held in November; spe~
oial elections are held at such times end plsces as fix-
ed by law, Article 2030, Revised Civil Statutes, as
amended. ’

A "primary eleotion” is ope held by the mem-
bers of an organized politioal party for the purpose of
pominating the ¢andidates for such party to be wvoted for
at a general or special election. Article 3100, Revised
Civil Statutes. .

It has been repeatedly held by this department
that, under Article 2927, supra, aparg from other necess-
ary qualifications, en individuml is eligibdle to hold a
public office if he has resided in, and been a bona Tide
eitizen of, the county, precinot or munieipality six
months prior to the general election or special elections
fixed by law,

The Supreme Court of Texas in the oase cf Koy
v8, Schneider, 110 Tex, 369, 218 SW 279, 221 8YW 880, held
that the term "eleotion™ as used in the Constitution does
not comprehend primary elections. '

Accordingly, you are advised that it 1s the
opinion of this department that Article 2927, supra, 1in
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i1ts six montha reglidence and citizenship requirements,
refers to the general election or special elections
{i::g by law, and does not refer to party primery elec-

Yourse very truly
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
By ]

ovED FEB Zollle C, Steakley
APER Assistant
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