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Article 2808, Vernon's Annotated Civil Statutes,
provides thet:

*The board of county school trustees at its
next meeting after suoh consolidation of school dis-
triots is declared, shall appoint a board of seven
trustees for the ocnsolidated distrioct., * * *~
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Artiole 2808, Vernon's Annotated Civil Statutes,
provides "the term 'distriot' as used in this and the succeed-
ing nine articles means *'consclidated common school distrioeta!
or ‘oonsolidated independent school distriott.™ This artiole
24180 provides for the number of school trustees for those dis-
trioct consolideted under said artiole.

Articles 2749, 2751 and 2758, Vernon's Annotated
Statutes, read, as follows!

"Art. 2749, BSaid trustees shall have the
management and sontrol of the publie mohools and
the public achool grounds; and they shall determine
how many sohools shall be meintained in their school
distriot, and at what points they shall be located;
provided, that not more than one school for white
ohildren and one school for colored ohildren shall
be estedblished for each sixtesn square miles of ter-
ritory or major fraction thereof, within such dis-
triotj and they shall determine when the sohools
shall be opened and when closed. They shall have
the power to employ and diasmiss teachers} dbut in
oase of dismissal, teachers shall have the right of
appesl to the county and State Supsrintendents, They
shall oontract with teachers and manage and supervise
the sohools, subject to the ruless and regulations of
the sounty and 8tate Superintendents; they shall ap-
prove all olaims egainst school funds of thelr dise
triot; provided, that the trustees, in meking con-
tracts with teachers, shall not create a deficiency
debt against the distrioct.”

"Art., 2751. The amount contra¢ted by trustees
to be paid a teacher shall be paid on a check drawn
on the county treasurer by a majority of the trustees
and approved by the county superintendent,”

"Art. 2752, The trustees of a school distriot
shell contrasot for the erection of the buildings and
superintend ths construotion of the same; and the county
superintendent ahall draw his warrant upon the school
fund so appropriated only upon the asscunts firast ap-
proved by them. No mechanio, contractor, material men,
or other person, ocan ocoantrzot for, or in any other man-
asr have or aocquire, any lien upon the house 80 erected
or the land upon whioh the same i3 situated; and sll
ocontraots with such parties shall expressly stipulate
for a waiver of suoh lien.”
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Article 2748, Vernon's Annotated Statutes,
provides thaty

"Said trustees shall bs a body politie
and corporate in law, and shall be known by and
under the title and name of distriot trustees
of district numbey ' ,and county of ’
State of Texas}] and as such may contract and De
contracted with, sue and be sued, plead or be
impleaded, in any court of this State of proper
Jurisdiotion, and may receive any gift, grant,
donation or devise made for the use of the pudlie
schools of the district, All reports and other
official papers shall be headed with the number
of district and name of c¢ounty."

It wil) de noted under Article 2749, supra, that
the Board of Trustees shall approve all olalms against school
funds of their district, provided, that the trustees,in making
contracts with teachers, shall no% oreate a deficiency debdbt ‘
againat the district, It will be seen that under Articls 2751,
supra, that the amount contraoted by trustees to be paid to
teachers shall be pald on a oheck drawn on the oounty treasurer
by & majority of the trustees and spproved by the county super~
intendent, In contracting for buildings and superintending the
construction of the same, the oounty superintendent shall draw
his warrant upon the school funds so appropriated only upon
the acoounts first approved by the trustees of the school dis-
triot contracting for buildings and the superintending of the
construstion thereof. -

A school board is a creature of the law and has
only such jurisdiction es expresaly given by the statutes or
necessarily implied therein. Among the enumerated powers of
trustess of common sohool districta are the management and
control of the public schools and grounds, the dstermination
of the location and number of schools, the employment of teashe
ers, and the approval of all ocleims egeinst school funds of
their distriots., Sohool boerds may afopt suoch resasonable rules
and reguletions as are neocessary for the management and control
of the schools, And in general they may sdminister the school

affairs unde{ their uugerviaion in such manner as, in their
Judgment, will acocomplish the wholesome objects of our educa~

tional policies, Independent Sohool District vs, Salvatierre,
33 8. W, {2nd) 790, appesal dismissed and certiorari denieq,
284 U, B. 580} Mesguite Independent ohool District vs. Gross,
67 8, W. (Bnd) 242; lee vs, leonard. Ind. Soch, Dis%t., 24 8, W.
(2d) 449. Texas Jurisprudence, Vol. 37, p. 938,
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In view of the foregoing authorities you are
respectfully advised thet it is the opinion of this depart-
nent that checks drawn on the county treasurer t0 pay teach-
ers their salaries as contracted by the trustees must bde
aigned by a majority of the trustees and approved by the
sounty superintendent. You are further advised that in the
construction of bulldings and superintending the construction
thereof, that the county superintendent shall drew his war-
rant upon the school fund 8o apportioned only upon the ac-
oounts first being epproved by the trustees of the ecommon
school district.

You are further advised that it is our opinion
that the school board of oommon school distriots must approve
all claims against the school funds of their distriots and
that said school boerds may adopt such reasonable rules and
regulations as are neocessary for the control and management
of the schools and unless specifically prohidbited by atetute
as in the cass of ohecks to pay the salaries of school teachers
end to pay for the construotion of bulldings the school board
may approve such oleims end authorize the president and secre-
tary of the boerd of trustees to sign vouchers or chescks for
other necessary and inoidental expenditures,

Trusting that the foregoing fully answers your
inquiry, we are

Yours very t ruly
ATTORNREY GERERAL OF TEXAS

. [lilell i) e, .

Ardsll Williams
Assistant

AWEP LETLOVEVIUN 21, 1940

/éiZA*4_JLaLJz. e

ATTORNEY GEWKERAL OF TEXAS

APPROVED

OPINION
COMMITTER

G2l

OMALlEMAN




