GEmALD €. MANN
ATTORKEY GENERAL

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

Honorudble Homer Gerrison, Jr., Director
Department of Public Sefety

Camp Madry

Auatin, Texas

Lear Sir: Opinion No. 0-2198
Fe: *hether phya~ci;n's bill for
ettend banx robber
should be i by Department
of Pub

Your letter of April
this department hes been ful
tains the following inquiry

I would appreciate
edyise me/whether this bill

nty Tatum was charged with
to nurder,”

ng the Tepartment of Public Safety, the

- in the department the enforcement of the
levis prstecting Ahe public safety and providing for the pre-
vention and detection of orime, and authorized the Commis-
sion to fo ate plans &nd policies for the snforcement of
such crimina) laws and of the traffic and safety laws of the
Ztate. The c¢coordinaticn of the work of the lew enforcemsnt
officers of the State under the superivision of this depart-
rent does not relieve the counties of any liability or their
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cuty to provide for the safekeeping of prisoners confined in
ccunty Jalls or xept under guard or from peyment of ell
authorized expenses incurred and for which they may ty lasw
.tand charged,

e have exzxined the stetutes relating tc the le-
sartment of Fublic “afety, Articles 4413 (1), et geg,, Ver-

-
non's Annoctated Clvil Ztatutes, and falled to find eny

euthority given by the lLegislature to the Department of
ublic Safety to pay out of its funds for mecical treat-
nent rendered to an individuel, any money in payment far
services of o phyeicien, vwhere the neceseity for such
eervices wes occasioned by a rember of the ITepartment in
the offfcial diecharred of +lg duties, Noither do we find
-ny agproprle tion made by the Leglelatura to ihe Tepert-
ment for such emergenclae,

In view of the foregoing, the physiclan'*s till
in question, if s proper charge, should be presented to
the Commissioners! Court of Travis County, the county
vherein the arrest was made end wvhich ret:=ined thée custody
of seld wecunied priscner., hethar or not the county ie
lieble in this particular ngtter, is a question cf fact
which we do nct pass upon in thie ovlinion. Doubdtless in this
eitustion, en officer could not bind the county to any
extent by authorizing such services to be p=rfcrmed by
other than the County Yealth Officer, without being au-
trtorized by the Commissioners' Court, which facts are
not shown in your reguecst, See ¥lllacy County ve, Valley -
Saptist Hospitel, 29 =, ¥, (2d) 455,

You are therefcre respectfully adviged that the
Department of hublic Sefety has nc authority to pay a
phy=ician's bill for servicee rendered 1o & wounded bank
robber, shot and wounded by a Texas Highway Fatrolmen in
the discharge of nis duty,

Yours very truly
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