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Dear 3ir: Opinion Ro. O~

In your letter of April
your county some three or four oom:

Statutes accept t

Assessor?

"It the Aboyé svéred in the
affirmative, bE:

"2, ocedure for the pro-

hool Distriots to have
fore vhat Equalization

poré;/d%n
thely taxes

zj‘j«:

vith the ol Board vhere they prefer to aocopt the
asgsessusnt made by the County Tax Assessor?”

datory that the Board of Trustees
o0l Distrioct &s provided for in

Article 2022b, Revised Civil Statutes, providss that
"rural high school districts as provided for in the preceding
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article shall be classed as common school districts.”
Article 2795, Civil Statutes, reads;

“"The commissioners court, at the time of levying
taxes for county purposes, shall also levy upon &1l
taxebls property within any common school distrioct
the rate of tax so voted if a specific rate has beon
voteds othervise said court shall levy suoh & rate
within the limit so voted as has besn detsrmined by
the board of trustees of sald district and the county
superintendsnt and certified to said court by the
agounty superintendsnt. If such tax has been voted
after the lovy of county taxes, it shall be levied
at any meeting of said court prior to ths delivery
of the asgsesament rolls by the sssessor. The tax
assessor shall susess sald tax as other taxes ars
assessed and make &n abatract showing the amount
of apecial taxes asasessed against each school district
in his county and furnish the same to the county
superintendent on or before the first day of Septom-

_ ber of the year for vhich such taxes are assesaed.
Tha taxes levied upon the real property in sa&id
districts shall be a lien thereon and the same
shall be sold for unpaid taxes 1n the manner and at
“the tims of sales for State and county taxes. The
tax collector shall ccllect said taxes as other
taxes are collected. The tax assaessor shall re-
coive a comminsion of one-half of one per cent. for
assessing such tax and the tax colloctor a commis-
sion of ona-half of one per cent. for collecting
the same. The tax collector shall pay 21l such
taxes to the county treasurer, and sald tresasurer
shall oredit each school district with the amount
belon%;ng to 1it, and pay out the sams in accordance
vith N

Article 20221, Vernon's Civil Statutes, provides in
part:

"ev. The board of trustees ¢f any rural high
school district may appoint an assessor of taxes
wvho shall assess the taxable property wvithin the
limits of said district within the time provided
by existing laws, apd said sssessment shall he
equalized by the board of equalization composed cf
thres (3) members appointed by the board of trustaes
ol saild district. The said board of equalization
shall be composed of legally qualified voters
residing in said district, and shall hava the same



power and authority, and be subject to the sams
restrictions that nov govern such boards in indepen-
dent school districts. The tax assessor harein
provided for shall receive such compensation for
his services &s the trustees of said distriot may
allov, not to exceed two (2) per cent of taxes
assessed by him. The county tax cocllector shall
collect such tax and shall receive one-half of
ons per cent for his services for colleoting such
tax. 3uck tax when collasted shall be deposited
in the county depository to the credit of such
rural high school district. The tax assesasor
herein provided for shall make a complste list of
all aasessments made by him, and wvhen approved by
the board of trustees shall be submitted to the
county tax collector not later than September lat
of each year."

Without the spsclal provisions contained in Article
2022 L authoriring rural high school dlatricts to appoint thsir
ovn assessors {(and boards of equalization), such districts being
classed a3 common school districts by Article 2922b would bhe
governed by the laws relating to such common aschoel districts.
We do not belisve that Article 29221 was neant to make 1t
mandatory upon rural high school districts to appoint their
own assoasora and to prevent their using the assessments
made by the county tax assessor. Rather ve belleve that it
was intonded to give such districts a cholce in the matter,
similar to the chalce given the boards of trustees of indspen-
dent achool dlstricts with reference to tax assessors and
collectors. We ansver your firat question affirmatively.

Hovever, i1f the board of trustees of such a distrlict
alecta to appoint it8 own assessor it is quite clear from the
statute that the board must also appoint a board of equalisation
of the number of men and possessaing the qualifications therein
sot out. YWhere the board of truatees has its own assessor,
the atatute requires that assessments shall be equalized by
the district?a board of equalization thus appointed.

The work of the various commissioners'! courts aitting
a3 boards of equalization under Article 7200, Revised Civil
Statutes, is accepted by common school districts, the valuations
arrived at being the same for common school dlstrict purposes
as for 8tate and cocunty. Common school districts have no other
boards of equalization. 3Such we think is contemplated by
Article 2795 and i3 the common and aocepted practice.
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Hence, if the board of trustees of the rural high
school Aistrict in question desires, it sy have the taxes
of the dlatrict assossed by the county tex assessor., But,
in such event, under Article 24622h, the district must accept
the valuations arrived at by the cammissioners' court sitting
as & board of equalization. The language of Article 2022L
does not varrant the appointment of the special board of
oqualization, in our opinion, except to equalize assossmonts
nade by an assessor for the distriot eppointed by the board
under authority of said Article 295221L..

¥e believs the above sufficiently ansvers your
Qqueations,

Yours very truly
ATTORNEY GEURRAL OF TEXAS
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