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Opinion Ko. 2357

Dosr 8ixrs Re: Eligibility of Ranger Inde-

' pendent Bchool Digtyict for
participation in :

portation mnd .

In your letter of May 1&, aquest\our opinion
as to vhether or not the Ranger Indepanile Aistyict is -
eligidtle for participation in the BPO] : d under Sec-
tion 2 of House Bill No, 933,14 il ants gub-
mitted to us in connection wigk
ﬁ'icthunmthmrivo ‘u,itiuninemes

: u in ayes and has

stion of more tlun-

lo. 933 being Chapter 10,
36th Legislature,

on of the District.-
a6 ' EhTs Act shell be
: sueh [} ny as to asaiat all school
hot fewer than twen 20) scholastics
han five hundred (500) scholastics, and
déted snd/or rural high school distriots which
ayérage of not more then two hundred (200)
astics of each original district composing the
consolidatad and/or rural h:ugn school district unit:
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provided that ths maximum limitations as to scholastic
population herein set forth shall not apply for any
:ﬁo.d-&m to any school district vhich is nine

s (9) or more in lepgth or contains fertyseight
(48) square miles of territory or more, provided
there is not located in such district an ineprporated
city or town having & population of more than thirty-
six hundred (3600) inhabitants, according to te last
preceding Federal Census; if the budgetary needs of
such school distriot coming within the provisions of
this exception show & need therefor as provided in this
Act. Provided that schools in lpane].{ settled counties
ey be sxempt from the minimm restrictions of twenty
{20) scholastics, as hereinafter defined; provided, hov-
ever, that the Joint legislative Advisory Committee

extend teacher ald not to exceed one in common
school districts of less than thirty-five scholastics
vhere there is located in such school districts two
schohl plants and when in such districts there sre

sical barriers between such school plants of such
naturs as to fender it impractical to have one school -
plant yhen : such additienal teacher iz recoumendsd by
the Diyector of Egualization; provided that in such
and c¢ollecting the limit of local tax support as pro-
vided by Section 6 of this Act." L

.. You wili r»ecall that in our opinion No. 0-1300, we
held that this district was eligible for transportstion aid out
of the equalization fund provided for the 1937-1939 biemnium,

.However, House Bill No. 133, #5th legislature, providing the
egqualization fund for that biemnium, expressly excepted from

the maximum scholastic limit, in so far as transportation aid
vas concerned; &ll school districts containing forty-eight square
niles orten'it‘oryorm or vhich were nine miles or more in
length. That exception is not contatined in the current sct,
House Bill ¥o. 933, #6th Legislature. Under this sct, it is
generally provided that a school district having more than five
hundred scholastics may not receive aid undexr this sgt. However,
an exception is then provided for those districts wvhich are nine
miles or more in length or vhich contain forty-eight square
miles of territory or more, provided such long or large school
district does not have within its boundaries a city having a
population of more than thirty-six hundred inhabitants. Since
the school district in question does have within its boundaries
& city of more than thirty-six hundred inhabitants sccording

to the last preceding Federal Census it receives no benefit
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from the exception and is, therefore, not entitled to receive
transportation aid under the present equaligation law, belng
House Bill No. 933 aforesaid. Our answer is, therefore, a
negative one.

You also includs in your request the Oraham Independent
School District.and since the facts are the same with reference
to it as to the Ranger Independent Bchool District, the ansver
would be the same. ' '

Yours very truly
ATTORRNEY GENRERAY, OF TEXAS

(signed)
By _
. Glenn R. Levis
Assistant
GRL:Ngadt
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