OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

AUSTIN
GERALD C. MANN
Dapertment of Agrioculture
Austin, Texas
GCentlenans Attention: ¥, 3. Bus

The foll

as follows

of yasterday con-
t secems that the
paragraph of our

ir¢icle No. 1554 thet the duty of
ytiole was 50t placed speoifio~
lay saforeing egensy.

par desire t6 leara just what .
5uld have the legal euthority and
snably be expected to enforce this law,"

Artiocle U708, Revised Civil Statutes of 1URB,
provides:

"The Commissiconers of Markets and ¥Yare~
houses shall have power and authority to en-
fores, or cause to be enforced, any provision
of this chapter. He shall appoint & chief
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de Euty. who sball be known as Chief Boputy of

ghts and Measures. In the absence or insbility
of the Commissionar, such deputy may perform
any duty rnquirod by the provisions of this
ohapter. .« . "

Artiocle 5707, Revised Civil Statutes of 1088,
provides: :

*The Commissicner shall investigste conditions
throughout the State, and sspeclally 1a all the
oitien and towns in the State, with respest to
weights and measures, and the sale of goods,
wares und merchandise, commodities, food stur?
and fesd sturf sold ia packegess or countainers,
and alse all kinds of feed, fuel or ice that
is sold by weight or measurs, . « "

Article B710, Revised Civil Statutes, 19805 'wWhip-
ulates: : -

"he Commisaioner, his deputy, seslsrs
or 1uspootorc und nll iaaul uotlaru end thelr
doyﬂtitﬂ in tJ - 1 |

Arsielu 87 of the Code of Criminal Procsdure
presceribes the duties of peace orficers as follows:

*It is the duty of every peace officer to
presaerve the pesce within his jurisdiection.
To effsct this purpose, he shall use 2l leaw-
ful mesus. He shall, in every case where Le is
authorized by the provisions of this Code, lntsr-
fare without warrant to prevent or suppress
erime, He shell execute-all lawful process. .
issued to him by any megistrate or oourt, He
shall give notice to some magistrate of all
offenses committed within his Jurisdiction,
where he has good resson to bellieve there has
been s violstion of the penel)l law, He shall
arrest offenders without warreat in every
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case where he is authorized dy lew, in order that
they may be takea bdefore the proper magistrate
or court and be tried."

We trust that the foregoing will sexrve to clapify
that portion of Upinmion Ho. 0-B470 which appeers to con-
fuss you, ¥e shall again sdvise that you, in your capaoity
as Chlef Deputy of Weights and Nsasures, are not speoficw
ally ehnrgod with the enforesment of the provisions of
Article 1504, Penal Code. However, in all those gertain
instances where yovu considey a viglation of said pensl
statute as falling within the dounds of one oy mors of those
investigations whieh you are suthorized to eoanduct by the
terms of Article 8707, Revised Civil Statutes of Texas
then, the statutory provisions set out above Clearly give:
you power and autho Q{ $¢ invoke and enforoe the pensl
provisions of Article 1884, In your determuinstion of this
q:attien of duty you shal) be gulded by your scund disere~
tion.

Trusting that this affords an snswer to your ine-
quiry, we remaia .

Yours very truly
ATTORREY GENERAL OF TRXAS

By
Wa. 7. r‘nm
Assistant

Orundy Williams

0% 00w



