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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GERALD C. MANN
ATTORNEY GERERAL <

Honorahle Homor P's Rainey, Fresident,
The University of Texas
Austin, TexZas

Doar Dr. Nainays

¥o have your lottox
opinion of this deparinent
proposad by tho facyliy
vorsity for the ory
luticn of the fagx

AT ] o t.oi’., 'or & lecal attm d.nigna.tod
by him pear or act wiih the assistanta of stu-
amfsaed in tho elinie;

¥ (4) That the diractor oxpend half of bis
tins in toaching at this Law Boheoljy

%(5) That provigion be mads, by roguest of
tha propor Undvarelty sutherity or ctherwisae,
for an additional instruactor upon the Lagulty

L w NO COMMUNICATION IS TO BE CONSTRUED AS A DEPARTMENTAL OFINION UNLESS APPROVESR BY THE ATFORNEY GENERAL OR FIRST ASSISTANT



714

Honorablo Lomor FP. Ralney -~ Page 2

staff to scrve ag director or, if a wevber of the
present faculty is designated dirocctor, to take
over the work left by the directeor in tho divis-
ion of his duties;

*{g) That the clients of the clinic be
only such porsens as cannot afford to omploy a
lavyer and have cases not subjeet to being handled
on a contingent fee bhugie}

*(7) That for the present the cliante of
the ¢linic be persons living in Travis County and
be advised or roprosonted pursuant t¢ personal
consultation only z and the work of the ¢limio
shall not extend to tho conduct of litigation
outaide Travis County;

®*(8) That upon tho abovs principles the
clinic dotermdne the clients that will be sorved,
by means of sadvice from such agenclés as the Conme
minity Chost, employees of tho county or eity,
tho Salvation Arny, the churches, etec., and after
invostigation by students or othars connected
with the elinic and approval by 2 commdttes of
the clinic and a compittoc of the Travie County
Bar Assoclation;

% (9) That for the prosent, the business to
he attendod to by means of the climic, shall ino-
clude civil litigation, excepting dlvorca mat-
tors, apnd other exesptions that may be made as
oxporionce demande., Criminal cases and office
practice are includedg

"(10) That the students who may partiecipate
in tho work of the clinic shall be senlors in
this Lav School and shall be selected by the
Director from tha top half of the ¢lass with

eforcnce according to standing; that cach pmy
avotes a maximm of six houre s week to the workg

#(11) That no oredit ho piven in tho students*
grodes for this workg

% (12) That it will be no objestion to manber~
ship in the clinic that the student 1s alsc a yem~
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bor of thoe Leard of Studont Tditors of the
Texas Law Raviovg

®*(13) That the physical quartors of tho
clinic be sot up in the basement and be

:gl;ipmd with propor partitions and furnish-
83

*(14) That adequate money be provided in
order to employ ihie director and a secretary,

and to pmrchase the necossary stationery ami
supplies)

®*(15) That the plan for the clinlc be
subrdttod to the Tra County Bar Assoclia-
tion for its approvaly

"(16) That it also be submitted, for ap~
proval, to the Presidont of the University and
through him oventually te¢ the hoard of Regontsaj

*(17) That the plan of operation Lo sub-
mitted to the Attorney General, by means of tho
President, for opinion as to legality."

The State Bar Act (. B. Mo, 74) passed by the
46th Legislature at its regular session (Gensrael Laws
Texas, 1939, Yol. 1, p. o84) authorizes tho Supreme Court
*to propare end propose rules and regulations for dig-
ciplining, suspending and disbarring attornays at law,*
who by virtue of the Aot bLocowds mepbers of the State Bar
subject to tho rules adopted by the Bupreme Court. By
the azgraas provisions of thip Act "all persons noti menm-

bers the Statae Bar are horeby prohibited from practice
ing law in this State,”

The Supreme Court hag exercised this function
and by Rule 43 promlgated by it, it is provided, “Ke
monber shall permit hig professional sorvices or his nams
to be used in aid of, or to make possible, the practice
of lew by any porsor not a mesbeor of the State Bar ™

It is the opinion of this department thers is
nothing in the statutes or rules promulgated by the Su-
prema Court that would prevonmt the oreation of a Legal
Aid Clinic ag a featurs of the Law School program, &g
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outiined by tho resoclution above quoted. On the cone-
trary, we are of the opinion the pro plan is a
worthwhile axorcise of a power vested by law in the
Bohool of Law of the State University in the aducation
and training of candidatos for a 1avw degree and peubor-
ship in the Toxaa Btate Bar.

Ve are assuming, of course, that the director
of your propossd Clinle, who performs tlhio actual activi-
ties of the Clinie, will hiungelf he & menber of the State
Bar, and, furthermore, that any assistant so-oporating
with him in any act conatituting the practioe of lew will
likewiass be & member. The work of the Clinic, therefore,
80 far as studonts of the Law School are concerned, will
be demonstrative instructions, whioh, after ail, is a
most vAluable featuve of professional training for the
law.

Yory truly yours

ATTORNZY GHWSRAY, OF 7
BY éz‘(
Ocle 8 /
Assintant
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