THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
OF TEXAS

AUSTIN 11, TEXAS

Hon. E,R, Wright, Superintendent
State School for the Deaf
Travis County

Austin, Texas

Dear Sirs Opinion No. 0-2564
Ret Whether a person who recelved & courase
of nursing tralning at the State Hos-
pital et Sanitorium 1s a graduate nurse
gi&?in the meaning of the appropriation

We have your letter of July 22, 1340, which reads as
follows:

- YIn the spproprition bill for Eleemosynary
Institutions, the bill provides for two graduate
nursges, %The law further sets forth provislon for a
State Board of Nurses Examiners, There is a group of
hospitals which are affiliated with this Board for the
purpose of trainin g nurses, The State Hospital at
Sanitorium is not affiliated with this organization
but proposes to traln rurses.

"Could a party who has qualified by graduat-
ing from this hospital at Sanitorium, Texas be congid-
ered 8 graduate nurge as the term is epplied in the
appropriation b4117"

We believe that the phrase, "graduate nurge es used in the
appropriaticn bill for Eleemosynsry Inatitutions”, was used in the same
sense &8 in Article 4518 and 4518a of the Revised Civil Statutes of -
Texazs which read ag followst

YArt, 4518,QUALIFICATIONS OF NURSES' TRAINING
SCHOOLS AWND APFLICARTS

All special hospitals spproved by the Boerd of
Nurse Examiners, and general hospitals, which are equipped
with not less than twenty-five (25) beds, ané which have
@ daily annual average of not less than fifteen (15) patients,
and which teach the course of study prescribed by the Board
of Nurse Exanminers of the State of Texas, ave hereby con-
stituted duly qualified and accredited nursing schools. A
general hospital, as the term is here uped, 18 & public or
private Institution where men, women and children are
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treated for all kinds of diseases, bodily injury, or
physlcal deformity by means of both medical and purgical
treatment, and which nmaintains an organized staff of
physicians and surgeons llcensed to prectice medicine in
the state of Texas.,

"Art, 4518a, CERTIFICATION OF GRADUATES; EXAN-
INATION BY STATE BOARD OF NURSE EXAMINERS

No person shall be certified as a graduate of

such nuesing school unless such person has had three
(3¥ full years of work and study in such school under a
registered nurse, two {2) years of which must be ¢ontin-
vous in the sghool of nursing fror which she has greduated,
or two (2) conbtinuous years in 2 special hospitel and one
(1) continuous full year in a general hospital., And such
greduate upon presenting such certificate to the State
Board of Nurese Exeminers shall upon the payment of re-
quired fees be entitled to take the examinations prescribed
by the 8tate Board; and uponh making the passing grades
prescridbed by the Board, shall be entitled to receive
from ssid Board & certificate certifying that such person
ie & graduate nurse snd entitled to practice ss 8 regis-
tered nurse in the State of Texes.,"

These atatutea 8s construed in our opinieons Mo, 0-882 ang
Supplemental Opinion No, 0-882A, copies of which are enclomed herewlth,
require that & personh must have &t least one year's tralning in a ganeral
hogpital in order to be entitled to be certified as 2 registered graduate
nurese, oo

You state that the State Hoapital at Sanitorium is not
arfiliated with the Btate Board of Nurse Examiners, A perpon receiving
his entire training &t this hogpital 1= therefore not eligible o be
certified as & registered graduate nurse under Articles 4518 and 4518s,
Revigsed Civil Statutes, 1925,

It 18 our opinion, therefore, that & party who has graduated
from & course in nursing given at the State Hospital at Senitorium, Texas,
may not be considered zs & graduste nurse ag thet term isg used in %
gppropriation bill,
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