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Dear °iri Ret Salaries of officers of
Havexrro County a2 affeot-
ed by 4rop of populatiom
of sald county Melow
60,000 ené drop of vsluaw
tion below £20,000,000,00,

Y%e scknowledge receipt of your letter of Yuly 23,
wherein you sdvise that former epinions of this department
sent you in responsc to your request for an opiniecn of July 9
do not adequately solve your problem,

Your quezticn {2 btaszed upen the following faots aa
subritted in your two lstters, Annorﬁi:g 10 the 1930 Federal
Census Navarre County had a gqpulutian 60,507, The 1940
census showe Navarrce Ceunty to have s population alishtlz*a-
bove 52,000, Since 1935 the total county velustion has érepped
from above $20,000,000,00 to below $20,000,000,00, In 1935
the salsries uf your sounty officers, sush se eounty clerk,
aistrict olerk, tax collector snd sssessor and sherlff were
placed st 8 raximum of $£4750,C0 per year,

Bmsed upon these faots, you ask bow the saleries of
the county officere will be sffected by reason of the drep in
population of Navarro County to below 60,000 end drop in gounty
valugtion to below %20,000,000,00, .

Selaries of your gounty officers have heretcfore deen
pald in sceordance with the rollowing provisicn of Artiele 3891,
Vernon's Annotsted Civil ftatutes of Texzme, £a enacted by Aots
1935, 4Lth legislsturs, p. 52, eh, 327, Tec. 1:

*In eounties gontaining sixty thousand and
one (60,001) end not more then one hundred
thousand (100,000) inbabitants 4l striet end
county orfficers named herein shall retaln one-
third of such exness fees until suob onewthird
together with the smount spesifiel in artlole
1883, amounte to Forty Teven Hundred and Fifty
vollers (24750,.00),.*

“goetion 13 of article 3912e provides in pard:
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"The Commisaioners' Court 4in counties have
ing & populetion of twenty thousanmd (20,000) in-
hatitants or more, and less than one hundred and
ainety thousend (190,000) inhebitants sccording
to the lazt preceding Federal Consus, iz heredy
suthorized and 1t shell be its duty to £ix the
salariec of 21l the following nemed officers, to-
wit: sheriff, aszessor and gollector of taxss,
county judge, ocounty sttorney, ineluding eriminel
distriot attornesys and county sttorneyz who por-

. form the duties of cistriet attorneys, distriet
. olerk, county clerk, tressurer, hide and animel
inspector, gh of seid officers shull de a

in money an annuel selary ye equsl in-
stallmen not leaes than the tot Sum eArna
ampen by him in his offigisl capscii

In our opinion No, 0-2560 irn construing ths sbove
quoted provision ve declared:s

*"In 1936 the sompemsstion or salaries of
the officers named in Section 1) of Artiels
3912, suprs, was fixed and besed upen laws
mldn; on ingut 24, 1935, wish referenes
to the naxisum smount ellowed sush offiocers
and maid artisle provided thet the mimimum
should not bs lees than the totel sum earnsd
as oompensation by such officers in their
offisisl capacities for the fiscal year 1935,
e o « ¥e ars of the opinion that the sslaries
for the officers pamed in Seetion 13, Articls
3912e, supra, in ocountles having s population
of 20,000 inhabitants or mors, snd less than
190, {nhsbhitante, aceording to the lamt
Federel Census, should be fixed for the year,
1941, a2 prﬁviicﬁ :w law sxtisting August 24,
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1935,

Inasmuch o Navarro County does not now have a
voluetion in excess of £20,000,000,00 thet part of Seotion
13 of Artiele 3912¢ which pruvid-s for & 1% inorease in the

salaries of officers for esch $1,000,000,00 valus~
tion in excess of $20,000,000.00, in ocounties having & popu~
lation between 37,500 and 60,000 would not be applicable,

It is our opinion, therofore, that the oanlaries
to be pelé of fieers of Navarre County under the above quoted
provision of Section 13 of Article 3912e is unaffected by its
change in populastion from sbove 60,000 to below 60,000 popu~
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lation, since, in any svent, the minimum mey not be less than
wthe tota) sum esymed as sompensation , . . for the fiseal gf&r
1935" and the maximuum mey not be more thsn "ellowed for sue

of fScer under lawas sxisting on August 2, 1935."

finoes we have held thet there will be no change in
the limits within whiech the Gommissioners' Court may set the
sslaries of the ocounty officers of Kavarro County by resson of
its ohange in populetion snd totsl valuetion, your question ss
to when the change due to the &snnouncement of the 1940 census
shall become sffeotive dbecores immaterisl,

Yours very truly
ATTORNEY CENRAL OF TEXAB

By /s/ walter R, Xoch

Assistant

s/ Grover Sellers
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