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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

Honorable Eoland Boyd
County Attorney
Collin County

HcZXinney, Texas

Deaxr Sir:

Ycur redent ‘requsst\for \an opinion of this Cepart-
ment on the abdove s tdﬁ\?nas on/has been received.

Treads

-#gection 1% All counties in the Stats act-

ns and through their respective Conmiasioners®
couxig\may vide for ennual exhibits of horticul-
tura} and a«rigdltural products, livestock and min-
eral products( and suoh other [oducts ag are of
1nterost\to/fhe community. Jan connection therewith,
such countiss may alao establish and maintaln nuseuns,
including the ereotion of the necessary bulldings
and other improvements, in their cwn counties or in
any other county or ocity in tle United States, where
fairs or expositions are being held.

rSaction 2. The Commissioners' Courts of thes
respective countles or the Cormissioners’ Courts of
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several counties may cooperats with each othear

and partioipate with looal interests in providing
for the erectlion of such bulldings and other im-
provements as may be necessary to accomplish the
purpose mentioned in Seotion 1, of this Act and
for the assembling, ereoting and maintaining of
such hortiocultural and agricultural, livestock and
mineral exhibits, and the expensss incident there-
to. "

"Seotion 3, All incorporated cities, vater
inprovexent districts nay coopsrate with the Com~
miassionexrs' Courts ¢f such countiss for ths pur-
Dosea stated in Section 1, and Section 2 of this
Act and appropriate monies in providing for such
exhibits, eatablishing and maintaining sush mussums,
2nd in tke eresction of such bulldings and improve-
mants, and the assmedling, erecting and maintainlng
cf such herticultural, agrioultural livestock and
=ineral exhibits.”

Sectiona 51 and $2, Articls III, of the Siate Con-
stitutinan read in part as rollows-

r3eotion 3). The legislature shall hravs no
PCwsr t0 make any grant or autborizs the making
of any grant of public moneys to any indiwidual,
association of 1individuals, municipal or other cor-
corations whatsoever, , . ."

"agotion 52. The leglslature shall havs no
powasr to authorize any county, ecity or town or other
rolitical corporation or subdivision of tre State to
lsnd its credit or to grant public money or thing of
vatue {value} in ald of, or to any indiviaual, asso-
cilation or corporation whatsoever. . . o

The provisions of the Constitution above quoted spsoi-
ficelly rrohidbit the commissionarst' court from making a donatlon
or oongribution to any association such as the Collin Ccunty Free
Tair Association, It is %o be noted that Ssction 1 of Artiocle
23724, supra, provides that the various commissioners®' courts
»ay prcvide for an annual exhibit of bhorticultural and agricul-
tural products, live stock and mineral prcducts and such other
rroducts as ars of interest to the community. Howsver, this
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statute dces not anthorize tha commisaicners' ccurt to make

8 Gonation or con*ributicn to any indiviéual, assooleticn, or
corporation whatecever, Ve ars of the opinion that a contri-
bution or donation by the commissloners' court as above men-
tioned to ths Collip County rFree Falr Association is prohibited
by the provisions of the Constltution heretofors mantloned,

Thesrefore, your question 1s reapectfully answered In the nega-
tive.

Trusting tkat the foregoing fully answsrs your in-
quiry, we are

Yours very truly

Apmo‘;m AUG 22, 1940 ATTORNZY CENZRAL CF TRXAS
‘N
FIRST ACDISTAN By

Asszistant
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