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This will acknowledge receipt of yo st for
an opinien on the following questidn

1. In view of the ¥
2613 and 7326, at what

under the jurisdiction of he
of A. & M. Colle provided tn Article £8137

hould be fol=
stroller or other

(it other than the State
provisions eof Artiecle 73480,
ivil Statutes, vhea not redesmed?’

Seetion 1%, Vernon's Annetated Civil

Statutes }

. fine forest lands are so0ld to the State
for the payment of Saxes, intersst, penaltiy and
sosts adjudged against such land, as proevided in
Article T328, Revised Civil Statutes of Texas, 1925
as amended by Aots 1927, Forsieth Legislature, First
Called Session, page 260, Chapter 99, Section 1, and
not redeemed or resold as previded ia sald Artiele
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7528, such lands shall be withdrawn from the market
and shall be held, protected and administered by
the Board of Direotors of the Agricultural and
Mochanical College as State forests; and the Board
of Directors shall have the power to manage, use
and improve such pine forest lands as fully and

to the same extent as in the ocase of other forest
l1ands held by 1t in accordance with the law.

Forest lands, as used in this Act, shall include all
lands upon which 1s growing plne timber of any
material value and all cutover pine timber whioh
may reaesonably be expected to produce by reason

of natural, or other methods of reforestation,
another growth of pine timber of any meterial

value upon them,*

It will be noted from reading this statute that it
1s very general in ite nature, and, at most, sets out the
poliocy of the 8tate to retain pine forest lands which have
been bought in by the State on tax sales, under Artiocle 7328,
R. C. 8., as amended by the Acts of 1927, 40th Legislature,
First Called Session p. 260, Chapter 98, Seotion 1. The use
of the phrase "and not redeemed or resold as provided in sald
Article 7328 such lands shall be withdrawn from the market
and shall be held, protected and administered by the Board
of Direoctors of the Agriocultural and Machaniocal College as
State foresta" is somewhat conflioting as it seems to ocon-
template that the sheriff might reesll the land after the
redemption period and at the same time it provides that it
shall be withdrawn from the market giving no definite time
for sueh withédrawal, -

It 1s the opinion of this departiment in answer to
your first question, that pine forest lands may be oconsidered
as not redeemed or resold at any time after the expiration
of the redemption period of two years and so long thereafter
as it remains unsold under Article 7328,

The statute is silent on the procedure to be fol-
lowed and as to who is to determinis what land bought in by
the State for taxes is pine forest land, It 1s, therefore,
the opinion of this department in answer to your seocond ques-
tion that those matters must be worked out between the Board
of Direostors of A, & M, and the sheriffs of the various coun-—
ties vhere pine forest lands have been bought in under Article
7328, Once it has been determined by them that a traet of



land bought in under Article 7328 should be transferred under
Article 2613, Section 12, the sheriff should transfer the
eustody and control of such land to the Board of Directors

of the Agricultural & Mechanical College by an lnstrument in
writitg. to be recorded in the deed records of the county
where the land is located, reciting that it was being trang-
ferred under the provisions of Article 2613, Seoction 1£.

It is the opinion of this 8dpartment that your
third question should be answered in the negative as Article
7345b, Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes, was passed subsequent
to Section 12 of Article 2613 and Article 73458b is different
from Article 7328 and includes additional taxing units,

Yours very truly
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