7A8.

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

C s Blaaao. Jij n A
Tss EVRARININ

i v
roantx enens M,),QJAAJ—J(A—J /J-r?
s

Honorable A. E. Hickerson
County inditor
Montgomery County

Couroe, Texas

Dear Mr, Hickorsong

Yo bave your let
questing & specific opini

of January 2, 19041, which ~ '
Legls

It is the opinion of this departmant that H. B.
Ko, 379, passod by the 46th Leglslature, regular sassion
(Spocial Laws Texas, Yol. 2, p. 57¢) does not authorise
tho salary of Commissioners of Montgomory County in the
sum of £3000.00,

Cbviously, that portion of H. B. Ne. 379, which
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provokes your inquiry, is that part of Section 4 roading
as followss

fprovided, however, that in all coun-
ties having a population of mot less than
fourteen thousand, five bundred ani fifty
{14 ,580) nor more than fourteen thousand,
aight hundred {(14,800), according te the
last availadble feodoral census, as sams now
exiats or may hereafter oxist, each precinct
commi gsionar shall be entitled to raceive
in salary not in exceas of Three Thousand
Dollars ($3000.00) per sanum."

There is some apparent confusior in this yroviso,
with respect to the reference to the "last available federal
censue ,* If the Act in this provigo had used the language,
faecording to the last available feodaral coensus as ths eame
now exists,” it doubtless would have exbdraced Montgomery
County, for, as the last available foderal census éxisted
on the date of this ensctment, that eocunty did fall within
the bracket 14,580-14,800 population. But guch is not the
language of the Act, for it coutains the edditionsl words
Sor may hereafter oxist®, 8o that, those words "may hare-
after exist® are pertinent to the 194¢ federal cenmts when
the same bhecams avallable, aund according te that cenmpus,
¥ontgomery GCounty does uot fall within ths above brasket

with respect to which popuiation the $3000.00 salary wag
praesoribed.

¥e have construed this Aci without any considera-
tion of 1its constitutional wvalidity.

APPROVED JAN 22, 719247 Very truly yours
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