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Dear Sir:

Opinion No, 0=3228

ke:Constitutionality of Senate
Ei1l “No. IUb ‘\Rxempting prope
erty of Delta Kappe Gaunma
Soclety from taxation)

You asked the opinion of this department as to
the oonstitutionality of Senate Bill No, 108, pending be-
fore your Committee of the Forty-seventh Legislature. The
-oaption of this Bill, which, for the purposes of this
opinion, will sufficiently indicate the nature thereof,
is as follows:

"A BILL
To BE ENTITLED

AN ACT exempting from all City, County,
and State ad valorem and ogcupation
taxes, office or headquarters build-
ings, and lots purchased for the
erection of office or healdquarters
buildings, in the State of T,xas,
property owned by the Delts ﬁappa
Carma Society; providing a seving
clause; and deoclaring an emergency.”

Article VIII, Section 2, of our Constitution, pro-
vides in rart as follows:

", . « The Legislature may, by general laws,
exempt from taxation public property used for
public purposes; actual places of religzious wor-
ship, also any property owned by a church or by
a strictly religious society for the exclusive
use a8 a iwelling place for the ministry of such
church or religious society, and which ylelds
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no revenue whatever to such church or religlous
goolety} provided that such exemption shall not
extend to more property than is reasonably nec-
essary for a dwelling place and in no event to
more than one sore of land; places of burlal
not held for private or corporate profit; all
buildings used exclusively and owned by persons
or assooiations of persons for school purposes
and the necessary furniture of all schools and
property used exclusively and reasonably neces-
sary in conduoting any eswooclation engaged in
promoting the religious, educationsl and physi-
cal development of boye, girls, young men or
young women operating under a state or neational
organization of like character; alsc the endow-
ment funds of such institutlons of learning and
religion not used with a view to profit; and
when the same are invested in bonds or mortgages,
or in lamd or other property which has been and
shall hereafter be bought in by such institu-
tions or foreclosure sales made to satisfy or
proteot such bonds or mortgages, that such ex-
emptions of such land and property shall continue
only for two years after the purchase of the

- same at such sale by such institutions and no
longer, and institutions of purely pudlioc char-
ity; and all laws exempting property from texa-
tion other than the property above mentlioned
shall be null and vold."

It 18 to be observed that the authority is con-
ferred upon the Legislature to exempt property from taxa-
tion only with respect to property of the character and
devoted to the purproses explicity mentioned in Article
VI1II, Section 2, of the Constitution, amd, by express pro-
vision of the Constitution, such exemptions may be con-
ferred only by generczl lawe. The Act which you present
for our consideration sinzles out a particular organize-
tion by name, to-wit, the Delta Kappa Gamma Soolety, and
attempts to confer upon its property an exemption from taxa-
tion. It requires no citation of authority to establish
the proposition that a lew which singles out a rarticular
orgenization or person by name is a special law, not a
general law. For this reason, you are advised that Senate
Bill No. 108 violates the provisions of Article VIII,
Section 2, of our Constitiution.
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This opinion 1s not to be construed as an ex-
pression by this department that organizations of the
character, generally, of the Delta Kappa Gamma Soociety
may be, by general law, exempt from taxation under the
provisions of Artiele VIII, Section 2 of the Constitution.
By reason of the diasposition herelnabove made of Senate
Bill No. 108, we find it unneoessary to express an opin-
ion at this time upon the question of the authority of
the Legislature to exempt from taxetion the property of
grganizationl of the type of Deltea Kappa Gamma, by general

aw,

Yours very truly
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