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TMonorable P. ¥, Minter
County Attorney

Jdim Hoeg County
Hebbronville, Texas

Dear Sir:

COPY

Orinion Wo., (-3359-%

Re: Coastruction of artz. 1449,
Fenal Code, et seqg. relat-
ing to butchers slaughters.

We are in receipt of your letter of May 8, wherein
you submit to us guestionssupplemsntal to those answsred in
our Opinion No. 0-3559, addressed to you. 7Your recent letter
sets out the following statement of fagts:

"A. B. owns and operates s retail groosry
store, and in connection therewith a retail
'‘meat market!, He does not comply with the Arts.
6904 or $908, RCS, nor with Arts, 1447 to 1454,
PC, for the ressons that he dce? not butcher
or slaughter animals himself, exoept as here-

inarter atated.

Beocause he is not & competent

Judge of an animal on foot for beef purposes,
he hirea O, D,, who i a sompetent judge there-
of ind has O. D, to £1ile the Butcher's Bond
required by, snd instruots him to ocomply with
all Bf the Articles adove eited, whioh C. D,

does,

"At times, A. B, even furnishes C. D. the
money with whioch to purchase such anlmals on
foot; and at other times A, B, makes a trade
with B. ¥,, who owes him an ascount, to aoredic
E. F.'s account for a gertain sum of mcney upon
E, F,'s delivery of an animal on foot to C, D.
for butchering purpocses,

*But in either instance, el that C. D.
does is to rurchase the snimsl on foot, (either
with the eash furnished him by 4. B., or with
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the aredit arranged for between A, B. & E, F.),
buteher and slaughter the same, and deliver
the dresasd carcass to A, B, to0 be out up and
2014 by hin in his retail 'meat merket'.

"For C, D.'s sarvices, A. B, pays him
_aeither 3in cesh, or a ocommission, or by parte
of the butohered animal which A. B, canpnot use
in his business, such ss the hesd, hide, ete;
but in sdaltion to this C, U, is obligated to
report the purchase snd eslaughter of suckh
animsl in compliance with his Eutcher's Poné,
end the Artisles ahove ¢ited.™

-~

Based upon tiais stutement of fuacts, you &sk the fol-
lowing questiona:

"l. Under any construction of the above
Stateamant of Fasts, would A, B, be guility of
viclating the provisions of the Articles cited?

"2, Suppose under the above Btatement of
Feaata that A, B. takes an animal in on assount
from £, ¥,, and has C. D, to butcher same and
deliver the dressed carcass to him; but C. D«
falls to make the record and report reguired -
by the abdove Articlesy should both A, B. and
C. Dy be prosecuted tharefor, or should C. D,
alone be prosecuted therefor."

In our Opinion No. 0-3339, we advised you that under
the faots presented in your letter of March 2%, the man whon
you deseribed as A, B. wes not regquired to maske & bond or to
make regular reports of animals slaughtered tc the county eom-

‘missioners' eourt as presoribed by Arsicle 6904, st seq, -
vised Civil Statutes, and Articles 1447, et seq., Penal éodo
of Texas, You have pow presented s differsnt fact situation
in whioh A, B. may be oonstrued to be aoting as prineipsl, and
C. D. Marely his employse or agent in the slsughtering of
enimale, It A, B, 18 in fact meting as principal, then he
must comply with all the above mentioned statutes relating to
slsughtaring, and he may be prosecuted for failing to do so.
Yhether A, B, in fact acted as principal in the slsughtering
of the animal under the cirocumstances enumeviaied in your seoond
letter is a question of fact which this department is not euthor-

ized to pass upon.
Yours very truly
WREIRS APFROVED JUNE 5, ATTORNEY G.HERAI OF TEXAS
. 1841 By. S. Walter R. Koch, Assistant
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