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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

Yir. George H. Sheppard
Comptroller of Public Aocounts AN
Austin, Texeas

Dear Sir: ' Opinion No. 0=3470
Hes Out of sydta

Taotat

A person by tho n VW hoenaker, aliaa Dean
Shoemaker, who is ncow charged : County, Texas, with
thﬂ offense of robbery agaan beians hald by the
} lincis.  Tae Departaent
of Pablie’ »arety ha begn attemptinl ocate this party for
g - montiongd as well as to iavesti-
der case, iie are infomed

318 hereby oreated a Department of Public
Safety of the dtate of Texas, hersinafter designated
a8 'the Departisent,' in which 1s vested the enforcsment
of the laws protecting the pubtlie¢ ssafety and pxoridins
for the prevention and deteotlion of erlme, . « o

NO COMMYNICATION 15 TO BE CONATRUED AS A DEFANTMENTAL OPINION UNLESS ARPROVED BY THE ATTORNEY QENERAL OR FIRAT ASSIETANTY
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Artiole 4413 {(4) of sald statutes reads as follows:
- "(l) Tho Com-ission shall formulate plana and
policies for the enforcement of the oriminal laws and
of the traffic and safety laws of the State, the pre-
vention of corize, the detedtion and aposrehension of
violators of the laws, and for tihe education of the
ocitizens of the State ia ths promotion of publio
safely and law ¢bservance,

"
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cenate Bill No. 427, 48th Legislature, Regular
Session, page 137, szme being the departmental appropriation
bill, reveals that the legislaturs rinde an appropriation to
the Department of ublic Safety for travel and tranaportation
expenses, Sald Senate Bill, at pages 220-229, in effect,
provides tHat aembers of the varlous steate departments, as
enuzerated therein, may travel out of the 3tate on State
buginess purposes and shall receive thelr .traveling expenses
tharein inourred. In Opinion No. X-€40, the Attorney General's
Departmant advised the Department of Publiog Safety and the
Comptroller of Public Accounts that the trip in queation
was for 3tate business purpopes.

It is olearly the &uty of the Department of Pubhlio -
Safety to enforce the oriminal lawns snd to detect and appre-~
hend violators of the law, The Leglslature has provided that
department with an appropriation witix wrlich to pay traveling
expeases inourred in connectlion with the performance of these
duxies.

%We gonclude, therefore, that the Departaent of Public
Safety is authorized to expend its funds to pay the traveling
expenscs ol a Toxas Ranger incurred ln the aforementioned tylp,

Yours very truly

’ ATTCRITET GENBELAL OF THEXAS
APPHINED MAY 14,1941
By ”‘6"‘ ' ’
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