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ATTORNEY GENERAL
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beoretary of State
Austin, Texss
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- Senators, and to make every law regulating or in any manner
governing the holding of primaries applicadble to the holding
of primaries for the nomination of a ocandidatie for United States
Benator. The Article does not purport to make laws applicable
only to the holding of primaries for the nominasti-n of candi-
dates applicable to gensral or special electlons, as distin-
guished frow primaries, for the eslectiosn of the United States
enator.

4 careful seerch of the sgtatutes of this State revesals
no lav authorizing or requiring any fee to be collected by any
T public officer of ‘this State from candidates for election to . |
public office at a spedial or general eleotion. Such provision -
a8 is made for the charging of fees has refarence only to fees
for the privilege of participating as a candidate in a primary
ol;:tion for nnnination to office, aonducted by a political
parsy.

You are therefore advised that no ree is to bYe collected
from candidates for United States Senator at the special election
to be held on June 28, 194l1.

With regard to the filing of campaign expense accounts,
your attention is directed to the following Articles appearing
in the codification of 1925:

Revised Civil Statutes of Texas, 1985:

*Art., 3144. Within ten days after a final elec-
tion, all eandidates for office at such eleotion shall
file 2 written itamized statement, under ocath, with
the oounty judge of the county of their residencs, of
all the expenses inourred during the canvaas for the
office, and for the nomination, ineluding amounts paid
to newapapers, hotel and traveling expenses, and such
statement shall bs sworn to and filed, whaether the
candidate wes elected or defeated, whioh shall at all
tines be subject to the inapection of the publie."

"Art., 3145. Every person who manages any
political headquarters for any political party, or
for any ocandidate before any election, and every
elerk or agent of such mansger for such headquarters
or candidate, and every other person whomscever who
expends money, glves any property or thing of wvalue,
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or promises to use influence, or give a future re-
ward to promote or defeat the slsotion of any candi-
date, or to promote or defsat the success of any
politieal party at any election, shall, within ten
days after such eleotlon, file with the county judge
of the ocounty in which the political headquarters
was located, and with the county Jjudge of the county,
where such manager, ¢lerk, or other person, as the
case may be, resides, an ltemlzed statement of all
moneys or things of value thus given or promised,
Tor what purpose, by whom suprlied, in what amount
and how expended, and what rewvard was given or
promised, by whom and to whom, and what influence: uas

.. promised, by whom promised, and to whom said promise-

Y WAS- given.- “He shall Btate whethef he has been in-

formed, or has reason to. believe, that the person
thus aiding or attempting to defeat a party or eandi-
date was an offiocer, stockholder, agent or employss
of, or was aotinfngor or in the interest of any
ocorporation, giv his nsme, and, if so, what oor.-
poration; and he shall 4T he has no positive know-
ledge, state the source of his information or the
reagons for his belief, as the case may be; all of
which shall be sworn to and subscribed before the
county Judge, who shuall file and preserve the same,
which shall et all times be subject to the inspec-
tion of the public,.™

Artiocle 3144, above guoted, clearly applies to candi-
dates for the office of United States Senator at the forthooming
special election, whioh though special is clearly a "final" elec-
tion., Artiele 3145 rc uires reports of persons other than the
candidate himself. Article iz appliesable to the forth-
coming speseial oloetion Tor the office of United States Senator.
This is oclear, for the article uses the words “any election,"
which embraces both general and speclal slections. In faet,
the whole ocontext of such article indicates that 1t was intandod
to embrace both general and special elections.

Axrtiecle 276, Penal Code, 1925, provides:
"Zach person who shall receive any payment
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directly or indirectly, for politiocal purposss in

a campaign before & general election for United States
Senator whether as salary or as expenses, shall with-
in thirty daya after such payment has been made or
proxised make a sworn statement showing in detail
said payment or promised payuents, by whom made and
what services were rendered for same., This atatenent
sha.l be filed with tne secretary of State. Any per-
son who comes within the provisions of thls article
snd fails to make such statements, shall be confined
ir jail not less than ten nor more than thirty days.”

: Thils Artlele, in terus, applies only to expenses incurred
"in a canmpaign for United States Senator befors G general slection.”
" “The . elaction for. United States Senator with which you &re econcerned
is "special,® not a %aneral stection., ‘Article 3097, Revised Civil .
Statutes, 1925. Furthermore, this provision, in our opinion, has no-
referents to the gandidate himself, but refers to workers wWho Te-
ceive payments by way of "salary or expenses” for political services
rendered in a oanpni;n before a general election for United States
Senator,

While you, in your official capacity, are not ooncerned
with the reports to be filed by sandidates for United States Sen-
ator with the Federal authoritiea, we des:z it advisable to call
attention to the fact that the Federal Corrupt rFractice Act, Title
g, U. 5, C, A., Chapter 8, contains provisions regulating campaign
oxpenditurcs in elections for such office and provisions requiring
reports of expenditures to be f'iled with the Secretary of the
Senate of the United States.

Yours very tinlr
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