OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GERALD C, MANK
ATrenncy Genanas.

onorable Charleg H, Theobald
County Attorney
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CalvVesuon, 1TexXas

Dear Sir: Opinion No.G-3E829
Re: Construction of Article
715C, Sectizn 7, Revised
Civil Statutes of Texas,
As to what constitutes
ovnershin for purposes of
taxation.

. ‘We are in receipt of your letter or:uay 8,1841,
in whioch you requeat the opinion of this department on -
the question and faot you submit in your letter as follows:

"Aprlication has .been made to the County
Commissioners' Court of this County to exempt
from texation the propsrty of several. purely
public charity institutions which are purchas-

- ing their properties, elther by a vendor's lien
~ retained by the Orantor, or by Deed of Trust
azzeugcd, or deferred paymenta, or contract for
ﬁ' 00 '] » - ."f ‘ .

| Artisle 7150, Revised Civil Statutes, provides in
part as follows: : '

»The following property shall be exempt .
from taxation, to-wit:

"l .

7, Public charities. - All buildings be-
longing %o institutions nr'purelyﬂphbtitigharity,
together with the lands belonging to and"ocoupled.
by such institutions not leased or otherwise used
with a view to profit, unles: such rents and prof-
its and s8ll mcneys snd credits are appropriated -
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by sueh institutions solely to sustaln sueh in-
stitutions and for the benefit of the sick and
disabled members and their families and the
burial of the same, or for the malntenance of
parsons when unable to provide for themselves,
whether such persons are merbers of such in-
stitutions or not. 4n institution of purely

sublie charity unday this article 1g one whish
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dispenaea 1ts aid to its members and others in
sickness or distress, or at death, without re-
gard to poverty or riches of the reciplent, also
when the funds, property and e=tets of such in-
stitutions are placed and bound by its laws tc
Telieva, aid and administer in any way to the
relief of its members when in went, sicknecs
and &iatress, and provide homee for its help-
less and dependent membere and te educate and
maintain the orphanl of its docoased members

or othery persons,*

In our Opinion No, 0-2288 this department ruled
that for tax purposee the vendee under a sales ¢ontract
wags considered the owner of the prorerty despite the fact
that legal title had been retained by the vendor to secure
the payment of the purchase price. We further ruled thet
if such property was being used by the vendee as a home-
stead the same was exempt for tax purposes, A copy of saléd
opinfon is enclosed for your information,

" We believe the saxpe ruls of law ias applicabdble
in this case. It 1s our opinion thatunder the law the
institutions in question are considered as the owner of
the property for tax purposea., Therefore, if such insti-
tutiens put their property to such a2 use as to bring thenm
within the exempticon stated in Article 71:0, Seection 7,
supra, we baliove such property would be exem&t fron taxa-
tion, '

We trust that the foregoing fully answers your

inquiry.
Yours very truly
ATTCRNEY GENERAL OF TEXA”
BG: LY
ENCLOOURE By s/ ﬁilly Goldberg

Asziptant
AT -RCVED MAY 22,1241
APFROVED: OFINICK COMNVITTEE
g8/ Crover Sellers
By BWEB Chairman
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