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) lQ OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
2
< AUSTIN

GemalLp C. MANN
ATTORNEY GEMERAL

Honorabls C. G, Hendenhall
County Auditer
Chembers County
Anahuso, Texas

Dear 8ir: Opinion No.
Re: Gounty Auditor
axfolleators

Your reguest for an beén received and care-

quest

s evlleoted, whieh

stia ar they might appear upon
{ he” Credit side the items fit
58 they have been set by the Commis-

Yearing u-on the authority of sush
5 ars set forth upon this form:

"Article 7260 - konthly reports of Tax Collector
7281 - Duties of County Clerk and Tex Col-

laetor - as smended that Audltor

performs the duties of the Clerk.
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758n - Duties of Assessor-Colleotor regarding sinke
ing fund tex rates eto.

1661 - Genersel Duties of County Auditor

1664 - Auditor toc examine reports

18568 - Auditor to presoribe Forms, rules etc.

1657 -~ Deposits « with County Treasurer

1675 ~ County Clerk relieved of dutise, where like

duties are imposed upon County Auditor

"0f course we submit any other article in the
Statutes that may have a bearing upon this question:

* 1'If there is no law requiring a Tax Collector
to report his collections in accordance with Tax Rates
as set by the Commissioner's Court, (but can report
them in totals according to the way they appear upon
the tax rolls), would the County Auditor ascting under
Article 1668 have the authority to require a report to
be made, conforming fully to said Tax Rates, and 1if he
does, what Law 13 avallable for enforcement thereof,' "

¥e have carefully oconsidered the statutes referred to by
you, and we have been unadble to find any etatute requiring the
tax colleator to report his c¢cllections in accordance with tex
rates as sst by the commissioners' sourt,

However, Article 1656, Vernon's Annotated Texas Civil
Statutes, veats broad powers in the county auditor with reference
to the natter inquired about. The statute declares:

YHe shall presoribe snd prepere the forms to
be used by all persons in the collection of county
revenues, funds, fees and all other moneys, end the
mode and manner of keeping &nd stating their agcounts,
and the time, mode and manner of making their reports
to the auditor, alaso the mode and manner of making
their annual report of office fees collected and dis-
bursed, and the amount refunded to the county in ex-
cess of those allowed under the general fee bill law,
He sball have power to sdopt and enforce such regula-
tions not inconsistent with the constitution and laws,
as he may deem essential to the speedy and proper
collection, checking and aococunting of the revenuss
and other funds and Tees belonging to the county."
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It is our opiniopn that the county auditor has the authority
under Article 1658, supra, to demand the report inguired about.,
The asuditor has the power to adopt and enforee regulations not
inconsistent with the Constitution and laws under the statute,
but no specific method of enforcement is provided.

Very truly yours

APPRO“ED ATTORNEY GENEKRAL OF TEXAS
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