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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

AUSTIN

aGemaLp C, MArNK
ATTORNEY GENERAL

gmorable George H. Sheppu-d
coaptroller of Publio Acoounts

Austin, Texas

Dear Sirg

, In your Icttor of Jupé
"""'A"sttmtim to. Kome Bill No. 76,

- delinguont taixes on or befoxe i oo Ce

» quired: to pay-a €% penalty, on vdothdr t.ho G4 pehalty. would. T
be due mly in cags B \taxpays '

of such property am the Tinquent tn.:eson:.tw:.thout

renale
d all &4 valorom and poll
ent on o» before July 1,
: ind county, commxma school
Y district, leves improvenant dls-
rorovensnt district, and vater e

Erd hereinafter contained, such interest and
penaltisn ca delinquent ad valorem and poll taxes
dus cities, towns sad villagss, and spacial schosl
districts, sand independent schkool districis,)

shall ba &and the ssue are hereby relensed, provided
said ad vslopom And poll taxes are 1aid ;1 o D=
fove dovenoew 1, 15%1L, It i provided that the
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grovisions hereof shall not apply to oities,
towms, and villages and apecisl gohool distriots,
and indepondent sohool districts, wnless aasd un-
til the poverning body of any such city, tovn,
or villaga, or speciel achool district, or in-
depoadent gschool distriet finds that vnususl or
excesaive default in {he yaywent of ad valcorenm
and pall taxes has cogourred, &nd that an exten~
sian of time for the payment of such delincuent
&4 valorsa end poll taxss will promote &nd socele
erasts tha colleciion thereol, wheroupon =uch
governing body shall aéoent 3 resolution ¢ crdi-
pance evidencing such finding, and upon the re-
cording of such findings: of fact ths provisions
of this Act 5hall De ia full force and effect as
to any such oity, tovn, or village, or special
school district, or Independent school district.
I% 15 heroby exnressly and specifically provided
that penaltios and interest herein rslebsed are
releaged only on delinguent &3 valorem end poll
taxes cnd on no other texes,

"Section 3. Anyone dosiring to pay &t cae
tine all the Jdelinguent taxes for only one ysar
vharein such taxes ars delinguant for more than -
e yesr shall have the »ight to pay the sama bub
vithout renisaicon of penalties.mnd interest; pro-
vided, howevar, that any psrsons avalling thom-
nelvea of the banefits of this Act shall be re-
quirsd to pay all déslingusnt &d valoren taxes dua
the 3tate and comty on any specific plece of
rroperty on which suckh taxes sre delinguen? be-
fore the ranalties and Interest may be reisased
a3 hersin provided; conditionsd that & six por
cent (€Z) penalty on the total emowmnt delinqmt
be paid cn such property.” ., . .

It; iz noted that In aectitm 1 there 1& & ganaml
releoasn of 211 renalties and interest, if poysment is made on
or befare Nevembor 1, 1Shl. As wo view the last clause in
Bootion 3 1t does not pressrve any part of the penalty and
interest itherctofore accurmilated. Its levy of & penalty is
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sfresh. While the langusge used is perhaps not as clear

as night have been used, w& beliove that Ssgetion 3 was
peant to have this effects (1) 4f more than cno year's
taxes are delinquent, tha taxnayer maRy not have the benefit
of the release if he pays for one year aaly, or if he yays
for eny nuzher of years less than ells and 12) if he oves
taxes delinqguent on several pleces of propsrty he nsy
single out cne plece and pay the delinquent taxes assessed
sgaingt it, without paying other delinguent 24 valorem and
psll tazes owing by him, but In such & case of thus paying
caly & part of the delingquant taXes oving LY hinm he will
have to pay & &Y penslty. It cdoas not appear to us that
any intontica is msnifest in 3cciion 3 to levy the
ponalty vhere all tke delinquent taxes owing by & man &re
paid, Rather it secems to us that the penalty 18 limited
to those caszasg vhere the property owner chooszes to segrae-
gate & part of his property and pay eon 4t alope, . .

Our opinicn 4s that under the Act no pemslty m
delinqguent taxes will be chargeable by the 3tate and County,
or by other politicel asubdivisions adopting the Act, where
& poyson pays &ll the delincuent sd valorom &nd poll taxes
owing by him., If he pays £ll the delinguent taxes .due en
& part of his property only, thua lesving & port of his dee-
linquent taxes unp=aid he must pay & &% penslty oan thai peid,

., Yours very truly
ATTORNEY COENERAL OF TEXAS

' Glenn. R. Lowis
- As_s.‘l.sta.nt
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