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Honorable W. M, Tuoker :
County Attorney
¥ellinston K Tewa.
Dear 31ir; Opinion No. 0-3609

Re: Xtfeot of House Bill 78, 47%h
L:illlltur.. on pending tax
sults and court costs,

" In your letter of June 4, 1941, you direot atten-
tion to House Bill Ko, 76, 47th Legislature, making eertain
ramissions of penalties and intersst upon dslinquent ad
valerem and poll taxes pald oz or defore November 1, 1941

ard request our opinion in response to the following quoniinnn:

"li:= 8hell the provisions of this Act, be
, 80 construsd as to halt the tiloinz
of delinquent tax suits, for ad wvalorem
and poll tax, until Nov, Bmd, 19417
(T:; date of the expiration of this
A0

v2:- Bhall sald Bill, as enaoted be con-
strued %0 as t9 make unchargeable and
unsclleotidle abstract fees, Sheriff's
process fess, and other nedessary
sourt costs, in suilts filed on June
lst, and pending trial ia tha Novembey
Term of Court, 19417

The :0t does ROt declare a moratorium on delingueat
taxes, nor 1ift the sece ocut of & state of dellnquency. It
merely makea csrtelin remissions as an inducement to sarly pay-
nent of such delinquent taxes, whioch are still due end owing.
- Suits may still be maintained legally to colleot such taxes,
Judgments, however, should contelin provisions safeguarding
the right of the praperty owner to tho romissions given by
the aot, in oase he makes payment on or before November 1,
19841, This is in answer to your first guestion.
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Bearling on your second question, we guote ection B
of said House Bill 78, as follows:

"See, g, That all coats of svery kiad and
spharscter that have socrued or atteched or that
may hereafter accrue or attacsh to or by reascn
of dslingueant poll or ad valerem taxes on whioh
saild poll or ad valorem tax the interest and pene~
sltiss have been reoleased by any of the provisioans
T of this Aet shall be and the same are heredy re-
L leased, and no such costs ahall hereafter be
charged, colleoted, or accaunted for, provided,
however, that any costs that are now due and pay-
adle to any offlicer or offliolal shall remsin a
valid obligation, notwithstanding the provisions
heredt, " .

e

It will thus be ssez that all costs are relsased
in case of payment of the dslinguent taxes on or defore Novem-
ber 1, 1941, exoept those due and payable to officers or offi-
L oials at the effective date of the iAct, .ny and all costs
o~k aocruing after the affeotive date of the .ot =mauy be essaped
e by making payment of the delinquent taxes durimg the effective
. period of douse 5311 76. 7This is true, under the express pro-
: visions of the statute, without reference toc the date the sult
wes or may be filed, However, such costs ars not released
and will be solleotidble unless the taxpayer makes payment of
his delinquent taxes on or before November 1, 1941,
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i Yours very truly
ATTORNEY GEMERAL OF TEXAS
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