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Dear 31y Opinion Ho, 0«28
Rel Commissione DY have au-

. gulat\mos
trDbills, such &8 gas
. . vn&cr of rodorai

spdzinistration of re-

3¢ uneciployed and needy
®s Commissicners?! Courts
authority to furnish
jpece, lizhts, fus and
sr county agpgricultursl

ariser as to whether this
osrtain sxpenses of Yed-

s , o2, namely, Farm Sesurity
aistration,/ Sshool Lunch Projest, AAA Offlce,
ixe, Louxty Acents! Office and Relief

o~ The Yirn Seourity Administration is

housed in a privetely owned dullding the
reat for whieh is pald by ¥aller County,
together with all utility dills--lights,
m. .“ ﬂ”ﬁ‘o

wf, The sousty rents s privetely owmned
building for School luneh Frojeot and
pays utility bills=elizhta, ges, and water,

8, This county pays reat on NYA Eome
here, :
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"4, This county furnlshed utiiities--
lights, gas, and water, for Count
Agents offiee, AAL offise and Reller
off{ce, all of which {imstitutions are
housed in one duilding delonging to
this oounty, dut separete from the
Court House building and adjacent
thereto,

“I shall greatly appreciate your opiniocan
ss to 2ho legality of each of the above expendi-
tures.

Seotion 1 of Article 23YRe~2, Yernon's Acnctated
Poxas Civil Statutes, providest '

*Seotion 1, The County Coemmissioners
Courts snd the City Commission of any incor-
porated town or oity of this State are heredy
authorized to lease, reant, or provids office
space for the purposs of eiding and eoo A\ 20
ing with the a~-encies of the State end fed-
arnl Sover ments engagsed in the administretion
of relief to the unemployed or needy people
of the State of Texas, and to pay the regu-
lay moathly utility billl for such offioes,
suoch as lights, gas, tnd waterj anéd when in
the opinion of & majority of a Comuissioners
Court of & ocounty sueh office space is essen~
tial to the prover adninistration of such
agencies of either the State or Yelersl
Sovermeents, said Court is Reredy specifiaslly
authorized to pay for same aad for the regu-
lar monthly utility bills for such offices
out of the County's Generel Fund by warrants
as ia the payment of such ether obligutions
of the csuaty.”

Opinion No, C=2217 (oonference opinion No, C=3099)
of this department ecnstrues the above quoted statute, We
quote from seid opiniocn as followsi

*Tou will note that the suthority ex-
tended by the preceding artiole iz limited
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to the »rovision of offlce space for the
parpose of azding and ecoperating with the
agencies of the Jtate and Federal Govera-
ments engaged in the admialgtration of
relief of the unemployed and anedy pecple
of the State of Texas, AS to Jederesl
azencies 80 engaged, your fourth Qquestion
and that part of the second relating to
atility bllls is answored in the effirma-~
tive., 4 Commissiocners' Court eould not
extend such assistanes to any Federal or
State ageney not 80 engnged,."

¥e do not have sufficleat information relative to
the Yarm 3ecurity Administration and ¥YA home to deterxine
whether or not such Federal agenciass are engaxed in the ad-
ainistration of relief of the unemployed snd needy peorls
of thia State, and the anewer to these qu.stions will bde
determined by the feols,

Our irformation relative to the Federal S3chool
tunch Frojeet is meagre, However, we undaretand thot the
;ur:oze of the Taderzl Iehool Iunceh Frojset is to provide
meale for pesdy chlliresn; 4f til2 be true “e * hinir the
Conmissionaras' Court would have authority to pay office
rent, lishta, zes arnd weter bills for such Federal azeney,

It is our opinion that the Cooxuissioners' Court
would have authority to pay office rent, ras, li-ht apnd
water Sills for the Relief office.

It i{s our further opinion that the Comnissioneras’
Court would have authority to pay the expenses describdved
for the County Aorieultural igent's office under suthority
of Article 164, Vernon's Annoteted Texms Civil Statutes,
Ses copinion Np, 0-2018 of this depe-t-ent, a oopy of whiogh
is enclosed herewith for our information, which opinion
also holds that the Cormimssioners! Court i- not autborized
t¢ axpend gounty funds for the housing of the Agrioultural
Adjustnont Adninistpation of the Federal Oovernzent,

We understand that the Agrisultural Adjustzent
Mninigtration of the Tederal Government is not engaged in
the sdministration of rellief of the cnyhploed and neeldy
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sople of tils State, It is therefore our opinion that
he Commissicners' Court would heve no authority to expend
eounty funds for office rent, lights, gas and water bills
of the AAAe

Yery truly yours

| ATTORNEY GENZPAL OF TEXAS
By M M
~-ra~ 1S 3TANT Wme Jo Fanning
oot SENERAL Assistant
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