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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY
AUSTIN

GEmALD C. MANR
ATTORNKY GENERAL

Bonorable Chas, W, Castner, Chief

Blesmosynary Division

gtete Board of Control
Austin, Texas

Dear Sirt Opinion No. 0-3883

Re:t May an alien residing in
Texas, vho becomes mental-
ly 111, be committed by a
Texas court of competent
Jurisdiotion to one of our
State mantal hoapitals,
and is ths superintendent
of said Btate mental hos-
pital within his mights
to order sdmitted, cared
for and treated the said
alien, on the same basis
ga that of e resident of
the Btate vho is & c¢itizen
of the United States?

Your request for an opinion from this dspartment has
n reoeived and considered. We quote from your request:

"Mey an alien residing in Texas, vho bevowes
mentally 111, be committed by & Texas court of
competent jurisdiction to one of ocur Btate mental
hospitals, and is ths szuperintendent of ths said
State mental hospital within his rights to order
admitted, carsd for and treated the eaid alien,
on the same basig as that of & resident of the
84ate who is a citizen of the United Htates?"

Article 3193, Vernon's Civil Statutes of Texas, pro-
vides:

A person alleged to be insane, and vho is
not held on a criminal charge, may be committed
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to and confined in an institution for the
custody and treatmant of ths insane and of
other persons suffering from mental illnesses

- upon an order made by & county judge of the
county in vhich the alleged insane parson
resides or may bo‘ ad judging sueh person to
be insene, * % %,

Article 31934, Vernon's Civil Statutes of Texas, pro-
videsa:

"Immediately after any person is adjudged
insane the county Judge ahall communicate with
the superintendent of the State Hoapital or
Paychopathic Eospital of the distriet in wvhich
sald person resides or may be at the time, and
if notified by the latter that there is a
vacaney in the inetitution, hs shall issue a

- warrant to the sheriff or some other suitable
person, directing him to convey the insane
person to the hospital without delay, * & ». "

Article 3193e, Vernon's Civil Htatutes of Texas, pro-
vides for & temporary committaient to an inatitution for the
trestment of the insane for temporary care and treatment for a
period of thirty-five days pending the determination of said
perzona's insanity.

Other sections of said Article 3193, Vernon's Civil
Btatutes, provide instances in which a person may be comxitted
t0o & State institution. All of these statutes have been care-
fully considered and will not be c¢opied in this opinion.

In nons of the statutes dealing with mentally 111 per-
gsons do we find any requiremsnt that a person must be a citiren
of tha United States before a sourt of cocmpetent Jurisdiction
has jurisdiction to pass upon the status of a person's mind and
1f found *5 be insanes to commit said perscn for care and treat-
ment to an institution for thes mentally 1ll. Neither do we
find any thing in any of the statutes pertaining to the mental-
ly 111 wvhich would indicate that & person must be a citizen of
the United Btates before a superintandent of a State institution
for the mentslly 111, can accept said person as a parsor OOR-
mitted by & court of competent jurisdiction. IYou are, tharefore,
sdvised that in our opinion the statutes of the State of Texas
dealing with the care and treatment of the mentelly 111 have not
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veen restricted to apply only to citizens of the United States
glone but are likewise applicadble to an alien wvho mey be in
the 3tate of Texas and who may be wentally ill, It follows,
therefore, that a supsrintendent of a State institution for
the mentslly 1ill is suthorized and should sccept an alisrn who
has been committed to sald institution for the mentally 111
by a court of competent Jjurisdiction Just the same as if said
person committed vas a citizen of the United States.

We trust that in this manner ve have fully ansvered
your inquiries.

Yours very truly
ATTZORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
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