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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GeraLn C, MANN

Heaorable Harry Inox, Chalirsan
Ztate Board of Control
Austin, Texss

Dear 9ir: Opiaion No. 0-3953
Re: Authorisy of “tpte\hoapitals
under provision of\ House Blil

Ye havse your lett pabo P 29. 19“. ﬂ.kiﬁs

~ the opinion of thls departmest upapy /the /Tolilowing guestions
 with respsst to ifouse Bill Qb, M

lar Sessicas

The warrant provi&od for herein
run in“the name of 'The Ftete of Toxas', and

¢ A0Q the officer recelving same shell

ak9” into eustody the person nemed there-

(e designated time and place zhall have

hin and the” return of saléd wearrent before the County

Judge for exsxzine tion snd trill. ovided howey
shexrifs 0] y, up

NO COMMUNICATION 15 TO BE = STRUED AS A DEPARTMENTAL OPINION UNLESS AFPFROVED BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OR FIRGT ASGISTANT
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In reply to your firat question, our enaswer is in
the affirmative. House Bill 94 hes for its humanitsrien pure
pose the housing of persons cherged with bdeing of unsound
mind, and not oharged with a oriminal offense, in a plsce
suitable to their condition, rather then in the County jall,
pending exemination, trial, snd cormitment or ¢imcharge.

Your letter suggests Do reason aceocurring to you why such
provision may be unconstitutimdl, end, rrankly, no doubdt of
the constitusionslity of the Article exists in our minds,

In reply t0 your seoond quontion,.{uu_nro advised
that the Superintendens of the State hospltal may hold such
person so pleced in his eustody dy the sheriff or constable,
acting under the authority of the werrant provided for %y
“ggtion 1 of Vernon's Revissd Civil Statutes, irtiole 5356la,
until suoh time ag the person is called for by the sherire

or the congtable to he taken defore the County Judge for exe
exination and trial, or until ordered by a Court having Juris-
d4iotion 0 release suck person. :

Yours very truly
AFTIFT™ 7 = yaga AVTORRKY OXREEAL OF TETAS
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