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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GERALD C, MANN
ATIORNEY GENERAL

Bonorable L, R. Thompson
County Auditor

Taylor County

Abilene, Texas

Dear Sirs Cpinicn No, 0=3968

Re: Is it legal for the County
Auditor toc issue a warrant
to the County Tax issessor~
Collector in payment of
miloage U and frox Austin
on business$ oonnectsd with
kis office, and a related
question?

Your letter of September 1ll, 1941, regqueossting an
orinion of this depariment, reads in part as follows:

"Is it lezal for the county auditor to
issue a werrant to the county tex assessor-
collector in payment of mileage te end from
Austin on business coonected with his offloe¥

"Suek a »11l hes been presented to me
end I vent your opinicn bvefore issuing such
warrant,.

YAlso, is it legal to issue tho tax
assessor-collector & warrant in paymsnt for
mileae usod in collecting bad checks?”

The county officliels of Taylor County are ¢ onpen=
sated Tor tholr services on an annusl selary basis, OSec~
tion b of Article 3898, Vernon's Aanotated Clvil Ztatutes,
provides that such ofricora are empoweresd and perpitted to
rurehase and h:ve charged to their respective counties all
reascnetla expenses neceasary ins the proper and legal con~-
duet of tair respective offices as authorized by sald stat-
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ute., This depertment hee repeatedly ruled thst in the abe
sance of € vali: statute, the Commisplonerst Court hae no
suthority to ellow any sums of money to i:s membersg for
troveling expenses, Thls depurtzent hes held, also, ihat

£ County Jucge was not entitled t¢ mileege or expenses in-
curred on ¢rips to Austin on officlal business. (Bee opin-
iops 0. 0=£475 and C«370G1 cnd trle cplnions of thia depart-
ment nentioned therelin,)

Vie dv not think thset Section b, Article 3899, supra,
euthorizes the payment of mileage to the County Asseseor-
Collector of Taxes to and from Austin, although such trip or
trips is made cn officlal tusiness. Ve fail to find any stat-
ute authorizing the payment of expenses for or in soanec¢tion
with either of the above mentioned trenesctions. Therefore,
in the ebsence of such a stetute, we respeétfunlly answer both
of the above stated questions in the nezative,

Trusting that the foregolng ruily angswers your ine
airy, we ere

Yours very truly
ATTORKEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

(Rl LS llwin
By

Ardell wWilliemn
Aspistant
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