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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GEIRALD C. MANN
ATTORNEY OENERAL

Miss Hazel H. Beockham
Exeoutlve Secoretary-Direoctor
State Commission for the Blind
Austin, Texas

Dear Madami Opinion No. 0—&059

Ret r Yetand equip-

You have aeked the opi et upon
the question whether item 31 of the e to the
State Commission for the Blind ' in rent departmental
appropriation bill is availlgble rxpenditure by the Commis-
sion in the purchase of st ypletely equlp vending
stands.

$14,700.00
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400,00

300.00
w28, Furniture and fixtures 600.00
w29, ZEmergenoy fund for eye

medical treatment, hospi-
talization, gzlessesn, ets, 2,000,00
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"30. Revolving fund for
raw materials to be
used by workers in
home industries far
educational and re-
habilitation purpocses $ 5,000.00

"3l. Stend equipment, machinery,
and tools for rehabilite-
tion and educational

training purposes 5,000,00
"32. Contingent fund 250.00"

Vebater and other lexicographers define the wbrd
"gquip™ as meaning:

"To furnish for service, or against a need
or exigenoy; to rit out; to supply with whatever
is neceasary to effioclent aotion in any way; to
provide with srms or an armament, stores, muni-
tions, rigging and the likej} --said especislly
of ships or of troops.”

¥hile we have entertalned some doubt as to whether
the term “equtipmeant® will embrace a stock of merehandise in
a store, a diligent search o the quthorities hes rfalled to
reveal any cease wherein this issue has been reised and de-
olded., Such declisions as we have found are of no help in
. deociding the issue, since they have all had the guestion arise
under such c¢irosumstaences as that the meening of the word was
determined by reference to the oontext of the contract or
statute involved and in accorfance wlth the inteamt of the
Legislature or of the parties as determined thersfrom.

If to “equip"™ may mean to supply with "whatever is
necessary to efficlent ection in eny way", snd "equipment"
embreces the articles thus supplied, then it would seem that
the word "equipment™ as used in the appropriation bill is
broad enough to include a stook of merchandise, whioh is cer-
tainly necessary to the operation of the enterprise described,
to wit, e vending stand. To give the word this broad meaning,
which, eccording to the lexicographere, 1t may bear, would
seem to carry out the beneficent purpose for whioh the Commia-~
sion of the Blind was crested-~to wit, the economic rehabili-
tation of the blind. It is significant that this is the only
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item of aeppropriation provided by the Legislature which could
be intended to supply funds for the purohase of a stock of
merochandise for vending stands esteblished by the Commission;
that if the item under consideration he not avelladble for
purchasing a stock of merchandise to oompletely equip vending
stands established by the Commisslon, the result would be
that funds will have been providad by the legislature to out-
it the vending stands with ell fixztures, supplies, and seo
forth necessary to the conduct of this portion of the educa-
tionel program meinteined by the Commisaion, exoept that in-
dispoensable requisites to the succesaful estadlishment and
operation of a vending stend, to wit, a stosk of merchandise
to he sold.

Inpelled by these reasons, therefore, we hold that
the item of appropriation discussed is availeble for expendi-
ture to purchase stoclksof merchandise for vending stands es-
tablished by and operated under the supervision of the Commis-
sion. ' ’

Yours very truly
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