OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF Tim
AUSTIN

GERALD C. MAKN
ATTORNEY SURIRAL

Honorabdle Roy L. Hill
County Attorney
Runnels County
Ballingaer, Texss

Dear 8ir:

to me froa ¥r. John B.
which is self-expie

Bill No. 624,
ized to colles

inasmuch as this is

g for a new, Or rather
R the n{plying for and is-
pyed birth sertifiocates, that the
ar therein, and the limitation
ssphot to allowed and oolleotabdle,

6uld be your construetion as to the
feas to e 00llected?™

The lestter of Mr., John B. Rayburn, County Clerk,
referred to in your letter reads in purt es follows:

"We are making a charge on 0ld Date or Delayed
Birth Certifiocetes of §2.00, where the applicant
deaires a oertified copy of the recorded certif-
icete. Our fees are as follows:



*Issuing Courts Order by County Juige 50¢
Resording said Courts Order, on Cours
Minuses 50¢

Resording the allowed sertificate of

Bixth ;0!
Probate Court Oosts Total .
And for making a eertirfied copy of

Oertificate
Grand Total of —l'!"g%—

"Row we understand that we are only entitled
to & fee of $1.00 Probats Fees, and 504 for a
eertifried sopy of the recorded sertifisste, making
a total allowed of §1.50.

"This does not mention the recording of the
Court Order issued by the County Judge. '

TWe would like %0 know if we are out of line
in making the adove listed charges of $2,00.”

The Texas statutes dealing with Vital Stetistios
are found as Rules 3ka to 55, inclusive, of Article A477
of Yerncn's Annotated Civil Statutes of Texas. Same of
these rules have been amended 2y House Bill No. 821, House
Bill ¥o. 624, and House Bill No. 974, respestively, of the
Asts of the Yorty-seventh Legislature, Regular Besaion, 194l.

House Bill No. 974, supra, smoang other things,
provides that eny oitizen of Texas wishiag to rile the record
of any birth or death cceurring in the 8tate of Texas,
not previously registered, may submit sueh reecsrd to the
Probate Court in the eounty where sush »rth or desath oe~
curred, and further provides that any eitizen of the Ssate
of Texas wishing to file the resord of any dirth or death
oceurring outside the State of Texas, not previously reg-
istered, may submit such reoord to the Probete Court in the
oounty where he resides irn sompliance with the Ast,

Eouse Bill No. 624, supra, 18 an A¢t providing for
unirorm fees t0 be charged for the issuance of delayed bdirth
and death certifisates by the Probate Court, the Clerk thereot
and the State Registrar, in the smount and manner as therein
speeified,
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House Bill No. 624 a:fra. eXpressly provides
in part” . .. that whea application is made, as provided

in this peregraph, a fee of One Dollar (§1) shall de eol-
leeted By the Prodate Court, Fifty (50) Cents of whieh shall
be retained by the oourt, and Fifty (50) Gents of which shall
be retained by the Clerk of the County Court for recording
sald birth or death eertifieate., Certified coples of said
birth or death sertificate shall be issued by either the
County Olerk or the State Registrar and fes for said cer-
tified eopy shall be Fifty (50) Cents. Buch eertified copies
shall be prima faole evidence in all Courts and places of

the facts stated thereon. No other eharge shall be mede for
the issuance of suoch delayed certifisctes and certifried
soples thereof. The State Bureau of Vital Btatisties shall
furnish the forus upon which suoh records are filed, and

no other form shall de used for that purpose , . ."

IS will de noted that the above mentioned Aot
speoifically provides the fees to be csharged by the Prodate
Court and the Oounty Clerk and State Registrar for the
servioces mentioned therein and further provides no other
sharge shall be made for the iasuanee of such delayed cer-~
tificate and certified copy thereof., Therefore, you are
advised that when application is made, as provided in the
above mentioned paragraph of the Aet, & fée of $1.00 shall
be solleeted by the Probate Court, Fifty Cents of whish shell
be retained by the Clerk of the County Court for recording
said virth or death sertifrisetes, The County Clerk or the
State Registrar is authorized to receive and collieot a feo
o§ Fifty Cents for each certified sopy issued by elther of
them.

Trusting that the foregoing fully answers your
inquiry, we are

Yours very truly
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