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Dear 3irt T
Opinion No. 0-4172 .
Rei Use of appropriation made
.~ for ™purchase of Daxigrapl
P . haghine” to purchase another
. photostat machine which does
'--\ -.the saue vork.

Tour lettar-of October 24 esdvises that under
Iten #122 of the State Depertaent of Health eppropriation
made by the 4Tth Legislature, thers is provided the sum of
$3600.00 for *purohase df Dexigraph machine™. You state
' that Dexigraph is the trade-name of the photostut machine
manufaoturesd and sold by thoe Remington~Rand Compeny, and
a8k the opinion or}zl;i‘a department upon the question of
whether the.appropriation mentitned can bLe intsrpreted as
applying to any photestat-machine which does exaotly the
sene work,. N, S
y _

V4 ot

! 7 An up’;fx\“oyrhtion is en authority given by the
Legiah\uu‘a to pudblie officials to expend a certain sum
of the public moneys; und no more, for a certaln purposs,
end Zor no other, -

.\... .\._’/ /.'

In the item of appropriation mentioned, the
Legislature has appropriated $3600.00 for the ”"purchase
of Dexigraph machine”. - It muat be prasumed that the Legia-
lature used the words “Dexigraph maszhine™ advisedly.
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Artiole 10 of the Revised Civil Statutes of 1925
provides in part as follows:

"The following rules shall govern in the
construotion ©of all civil statutory enaotments:

"l. The ordinary signification shall be ap-
plied to words, except worcs of art cor words
conneoted with & particular trade or subjeot
aatter, when they shall have the slgnifioation at-
tached to them by wexperts in such ert or trade,
with reference to such subject matter,®

You advise that the term "Dexigraph™ is a trade-
name used only by the Renington-iand Company; that it is
& name which is descoriptive only of the photostat maohine
manufactured and so0ld by that company. Under such circum-
Etances, the term is plain apnd unanbiguous, and, since
there 1= nothing in the appropriation bvill to suggest that
it was intended to have other than its ordinsry signification,
it must be deemed or to have been used by the Legislature
in that ordinary signirication, and to reflect the Legis-
lative will that the 43600.00 provided should be used for
the purchase of a Remington-Rand photostat machine, bearing
the trade~pname of "Dexigraph%®, snd for no other purpose.
Under such alrcumstances, there is no room for construction:
the plain anéd unambiguous lenguage of the statute must con-
trol. _

Though, as ‘sald by M¥Mr., Justice Holmes, a word
ie but the "skin of a living thought", the skin must never-
theless operate to confine end define the thought -- else
lenguage serves uo purpose and words have lost theilr meaning.
Your question is aneswered in the negative.
Jours very truly
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