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Hoaorable Roas Doughty
County Attoraey
Uvalde County .
Uvnldo,.Thxnl ,

Dear 81:: - ‘ Opinibi'ﬂo;
Re: Arrests may be mad& by officers
on property of sir sdhool undar -
1 ﬁtl\flt.do ._ Caii
Your request fof inioa haw been reoeiqu and cares
fully secasfdered., Wea quoteg from y .fyquaat eg followas
. ®The City of Uvalds, uniéipal corpora~
tion, owas aOme three hundred sores of land,

which 1¢ has lessed to & privete corporation,
for air sshoe) purpoesmes. This Corporation has.

a contract yith the Fodsrsl Oayerhment to. train .
students, as ar LT dents are =
actually enh nited States armed

forces.

cn qfrloers have jurisdiction

o/preniscs i4 alr aschool, It is my '
ion’t they hava such jurisé&iotion, end L
tﬁQt this<would oot be construsd as a Fedsral e
eservation.under Article SZ4Y Vernon's Civil

tutes, However, I would like aa axproaaion

beq, feranoo to. this matter.,” :

X
“Porhaps I did not mnke n;.question ¢leay
enough. The &irpert property is outsida af the
limits of the ¥unicipel Corporativa of Uvalde,
and within the County of Uvelde, cnd my queastion
$a, whether or not B8tate officers, such as the.
sheriff of Uvalde County, have the right to make

arresys upea this property for viclstion of the
rPenal Code."

r letter or lovenber 6, 1841, you further states

HO COMMUNICATION IS TO BE CONSTRUED AS A GEPARTMENTAL OFINION UNLESS APPAOVED BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OR FIRST ASSISTANT
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Fonorebls Ross Doughty, Yage 2

Article 1, Section B, Clause 17 of the United Stutes
Ceastitution provides:

"To exercise exclusive Legisletiocn ia ell
Czses whatsoever, over such Ulstrict (not sxe
ceedling ten Miles sguare) ss may, by Cession of
particular States, aund the acceptunce of Congrass,
booome the deat of the Coverament of the United
ftates, and to sxercise like Authority ovar all
Ploces purchaned by the consent of the Lagisla-
ture of the State in which the 3ume shall be, for
the Erection of Forta, Magazines, arsenals, dock-
Yards, and other needful Bulldingsje-and®

|
|
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Articles 5242-5248, inelusive, Kevised Civil Stat-
utes, 1985, deel with the acguisition of land in Texas by the
Fedsrsl Government for Federal use,

A

Article 8242, aupra, provides;

*The United States Governmant through its -
proper egent may purchase, acquire, hold, own,
neoupy and possesa such lands within the limits
of this State ag it deems expedient and may saek
to occupy and hold as aites on which to erect
snd maintein light houses, forte, military stoe
tinns, mesazinen, ersanals, dock yerds, custom
houses, pest offlice#® &nd all other nesdful pub=
lie duildings, and for the purposs of srecting
and ccnstruoticg locks snd dame, for the strafght-
ening of streums by making cutoffs, bdullding
leveos, or for the erection of eny other atruc-
tures or ixprovements that mey become necessary
in developlng or iasproving the watorways, rivers
and harbors of Texas and the consent of ths Legis-
lature 18 hereby sxpressly given to arny such
yurchase or aoquisltion made 1a scoordance with
the nroviglioons of this law.” ‘
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Article 5247, supra, reads;

"ihanaver the United Utates ahell agquire
any lands under this title, cnd shall dealre to
sequire constituticnal Jurisdiction over such
lsnds for any purpose esuthorized herein, it shall
be lawful for tke Covernor, in the neme and 1n
bensll of the Stete, to cede {0 the United Ltates




fozorable Koas woughty, Page 3

sxclusive jurisdiction over eny lsnds so acquired,
whet applloetion mey bae mede to him for that pur-
zose, wilch application ahall be in writing eand
acoorpaniad with the proper evidonce of such ane-
suisition, duly suthenticated and racorded, con-
taining or haviog snnexed thereto, an accarste
desoription by metes and bounds of the landa sought
to be aeded, No such cessicn shall ever ba made
exeept upon the express ccndition thet this Stsate
shall rstein coccurreat jurisdiction with the
United Jtates over every portion of the lsnds so
ceded, so far, that all process, civil or crim-
inal issuing under the authority of this State

or any of the courts or judiclsl officers thersof,
nay be executed Ly the proper offlicers of the
State, Upon ahy person amenabdbls to the same withe
in the limits of the land so ceded, 1o like manner
and llke effect as if no such cession h=d tsken
placej and such condition shall be inserted in
guch instrument of cession.”

In the case of Curry v. State, (Court of Criminal
Appecla), 12 5, . (54) 796, the ocsurt, in passing upon
whetuar a State court had Jurlsdiction over an orf fense com-
mitted within the boundaries of = military reservation,
ssid: _

"+ o+ o Under the langusge of the
United States Constituticn quoted atove, a fur-
chase of lend with the consent of the Lejlsla~
ture will confer the sxelusive riLt to Ee'Is-
lete by tha United Ltates government over 1t,
which necessarily cerries with 1t the ~rivilisge
and rizht of sxelusive Jurlsdietion of its
courts. 16 C, Jo 2t&} ted States v, lucker
(0. C.) 122 ¥, 318. Authoritios, supra; Ft,
Laavenworth R. Co0. v. Lowe, 114 U, 3. 58531 &
Se. Cte 995, 29 L, 4. 2643 In rs Kelly (C.C.)
71 ¥, 54, 549: United Statea v, Holt {(C. CG)
148 F, 141. JudGNﬂnt affirmod 218 U, &2, 245.
31 3, Ct. 2, %4 L, ¥4, 1021, £0 Annpn, Cag. 1178
sao annotations to sbove olause of United States
Constitution, vol. 10, U, 3, Complled Jtatutas
1¢19, begloning at page 13514, where full cole
leticn of authoritiea will be found.
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. Hoaorsble Roes Doughty, Page &

"Al) autheritiss uniformly hold that the
United -Statas governmsnt has sovereign author-
ity and exclusivae Jurisdictioca over all lands
acguired end used dy it for one of ths purposes
mentionad in the United 3tates Conatitution, in
all oasos where Jurisdiction hss bsen expressly
ceded by the state, or where samae exisis dy
nstesssry 1mp1£aation srising froa consant of
the state to the purchase of such land, In
either of such capes the right to prossoute and
punish for orime exists only in tke Unitod
States goverament, o « "

Opinion No. $-3318 of this departmsnt holds that {¢f
a dsed of cesalon of unlimited Jurisdiction over an Army oemp
hes baen executad by the Governor of the State of Texas to
the Unlted 3States Goverpment as provided dy Articles 5242 to
847, inclusive, Revised Civi]l Statutes, 1925, that the Fedw
aral Sovernmeat would have complete and sxclusive legislative
control and Jjurisdiction over offenses committed on sald

military grouads and that the sale of beer by the Army cantesen ;

to soldiers and such gpounda would not be amenable to the
laws of the State of Texas, This opinion rurther holds that
if suoch deed of session had not been axeocuted i{n the manner
required by the statutes, the sale of beer on such military
grounds would be a violation of the Texas Liquor Control Ast.

xg enolose herewith & copy of aatd opinion for your informae
tion.

You do not state in your letter whethar or anot the
Governor of ths State of Texas has sxecutédd a deed of cession
of Jurisdiction over suid property to the Bederal Government,
It seems readily apparsant from your lettera, however. that
this has npot been done,

Y%e wish to eall your pertioular attentlon to tha
following pertion of Article $247, supras

e o ¢ HO sqgh ccsaion shall avar bagmada‘

axcept pon the expruss conditlien thast this state
shaik Tateln conourraat jurisdiction with the
Unitsa otated ovar aver wrtion of the lepds sp
ceded, 40 Tar, thut £Ll Drocess, Civil Or GYriwge

iagl 1scuius under the suthority of thls state
or anE of tﬁa ¢ourts or Eugieﬁa% qigicors theyow
of, o o nxscute s the sroser offlcers ol
the Utote, Upon ALY peraon amenable to tha same
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Honorable Ross Douzhty, Page &

A sueh insgtrument ol cession,

within the 1imits of the land 8o ceded, in
E;Eo manngr and %!Ea czfoog a8 LT NC BUCh GoSw
sion ha en nlkhce; and 3uch eonditicn shall
be inserisd 3

It ia eppsrent from the etbove quoted sasction that
sheriffs agd othor peace officers have the right to serve
and exgoute orimical prooess, such as warrants of arrest,
on property whars jurisdiotica has besn ceded to tho Federal
Jovoroment under Articlo U247, supra.

%e answer ynur quastion s follows:

1. The shariff or other peace officer may executs ,|
a lawful warrant of sarreat upon & person on the grounds and
premises of saild airport for an offence committed off of said }
pravnises, regardless of whsther or not & proper deed of ocoB~ .
sion of jurlisdiotion has beep made to the Federal Covernment.

2, It a propsr desd of ¢sssion has heon made to
tha Federal Uovernment the sheriff or otheyr peacse officer «
uay not lawfully mrrest a person for an offenss conmitted :
on thes prounds end prenises of seid ajirport.

3. If no proper &eed of cession Bas beon made as -
tbova outlined, the sheriff or cther peace officers may make !
lawful arregts for offenses cowmitted on the grounds and
premiaes of said sirpors.

- Yery tr™ly yours
ATTORYEY GINERAL OF TIXAS
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