. OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

-~

GEraLD C, MANN
AYToORMNEY GENERAL

Honorable iurphy Cole A
county Auditor
Liberty County
Liberty, Texas

Dear Sir;

Opinfon No., 0-4{233

5, a8 am by
ll* 47th Legislature.

You have asked ¢
. to whether Artiole 16L5, as\an by 6. B, 119, Re

Session, ,7th Legislature, "in a 5:- ral and eomstitutional
law",; and the date anel o

mergency e¢lause, and
2Eh the vote required

] L o It was approved by the
Governor and filwd th the Reoretary of State on July 9,
1941, ané, therefore, ‘heoame eft.otlvc an a law at such time,

to be copied h o Thé act,as gtated in the emergensy
oclavse, (is designed\ to ealiminate the patehwork ¢uilt of laws
regu the salartes of county euditors (many of whioch
were oRX doudtful tongtitutionality) amd place them under

one genexal Ja

11, as it emends Article 1645, retains

the same bassi of classificetion, towit, provides for the
appointment and compensation of county suditors in eounties
having a population of 35,000 Or over, according to the
Iset preced federal census, 1ins e tax ¥aluation
¢f §15,000,000, or over, neeording to the last spproved
tax roll, You point to no constitutional defent in the
amendatory act, and we ars able to discover none,
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rom your qusstions, howevsar, it seema you have
in mind the point that Sensts B1ll 119 may be vioclative of
Artigle III, Section 56, of the Constitution as being a
loeal or apecisl lsw regulating the affairs of aounties.

A Btatute 18 not invalld under Article IIT,
gestion $6, of the Constitution, merely because it applies
to some esounSies and not to others, so lmmg as the clessifi-
eation mede by the Leglslature is reasonable, rather than
a¥itrery and capricious, It cannot be swid that the popule~
tion of a county, or its taxable values, dears no real and
sukstantial relation to the question of the need for eounsy
aufitor, or the galary to be paid to such auditoe, Clark v,
rinley, 93 Tex. 171, 54 5. W. 343, ¥e are of the opinfoen,
therefore, that the aot is a general law, rather than a
local or qioolnl law regulating the affaires of counties,
and hnerge is not condemned by Article IXYI, Section 56, of

the Texas Constitution,

Yours very truly
ATTORNEY GERERAL OF TEXIAS

By W

R. %W. Yairehild
Assintant
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