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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GERALD C. MANN
ATTORNEY GENEWAL

Honoredble Thomas A. Wheat i /\
County Attorney (
Liberty County \
Liderty, Texza \
: \
Dear 8ir: . Opinion No. 0-65?2"‘\ \

"~ 'Re: How often-should homs deamn-
stration agents and caunty
sgridultural agents be anm-
;1oyed‘aa such agentas?

\
1
A

Your letter of Ianuary 2\ 1942, requesting the
opinion of thia dopartuant.\on She o,hovq stated question reads
in part as follows; _ \\ ~ /

*The Honomm\ CMauonurs' Court of
Liderty Countyfhavo requested an'.ppision froem
your department vMpon the quastion zs to whe-
ther or not” the Couwity Has to employ Home
Demonstration édgants and County Agents onoe

every two ysars, if net) thyn how ortcn they
have t.o enploy. aaxd ags tf/ o .

/ "The,only Statute thet I cen find deal-
ﬁg %hn subjeut ldsofar ag Commissioners?
/Courvs aro Abueerned 1s Artiole 184, whioh

\uu s fv\n st ;

. “'The ssioners’ Conrt of any County
of hhii\s;azé/is authorized to establish and
conduet so~grerative demonstration work in
Agriculture” and Eome Economis in co-operation
with the Agricultural aand Mechanical College
of Texas, upon steh terms and oonditions as
may be agreed upon by the Commissloners'! Court
and the Agents of the Agricultural and Mecheni-
ca)l College of Texes; and may employ such means,
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and may appropriate and sxpend such sums - of
noney as may be necassary to effeoctively as-
tablish and carry on such demonatration work
in Agriculture and Home Zconomics in thsir
respeotive countieas., (Acts 191), p. 105;
Aots 1lst C.3. 1917, p. 58; Aots 1927, 40th
lLeg. pP. ®, Chi. 8, #l.)°

"In view of the fact that the Commission-
ers' Court must fix their budget every year,
I think that in view of this Statute that
they would in their budget have to allot a
certaln amount of money to provide for the
saleory of the County #gricultural Agent and
County Demomstration <geat, %These funds would
be approprioted wnd sst aside in the budget,
Probably this would contesplate the employ-
ing of the Agents once gmel year, although
the Statute dcea not seem t0 cover and be very
definita upon ths subject."

Refarring to Article 184, supra, it is stated in
ocur opinion lio, C-2498:

_ "Agrioultural sionts are euployed by the
counties under sald statute.” ' ’

We are éncloaing coples o the zbove mentioned

opinion and opinion No. 0=-1022 for your convsalence. It

will be noted that opinion No. 0-2498 is overruled in part
by opinion No., 0-2709. That part of opinion No, 0=24%3
which 1s overruled by opinion No. 0~-2709 is with reference
to the statutory authority whereby the Commisslioners' Court
may employ a wolf trapper and pay him a salary out of county
funds.

Article 68%a-9, Vernon's Annotated Civil Statutes,
provides:

"The County Judge shall serve as htudget
officer for the Commissioners' Court in each
county, and during the month of July of oach
vaar he, assisted by the County Auditor or by
the County Clerk, shall prepare a budgat to
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cover all proposed expenditures of tie county
govermment for the succeeding ysar. Iuoch Sude
&6t shall be carefully iterized so as to moke
as clear a comparison as practicable detwean
expenditures 1lancluded in the proposed fHudget
and aotual saxpenditures for the same or simi-
lar purposaes for the preceding yeari Ihe bud-
g9t must also be 30 prepared as to show as
definitely as possidble each of the various
projects for which appropréations are set

up in the budgot, and the dgstimuted amount

of money carrisd in the budget for esch of such
projscts. The bDudget chell also cvntain a
complate flasneial statement of the eounty,
showlng all ousstandiag oblizations of the
county, tae czsh on hand to the credit of asach
apd avary fund of tho ccunty governmrisnt, tha
fands rsceived from all sources during the
previous year, ths funds availadle from all
sour¢es during the easuing year, the sstimated
revenuas avalléble to cover the proposed bud-
get ané ths astimeted rate of tax which will
be required.”™ ’

Article 48%a~1l, Varnon's Annoiated Civil Statutes,
provides in part:

"+ + « ¥hen the budget has been finally
approved by the Commissioners' Court, the
budget, as approved by the Court shall be
filed with the Clerk of the County Court, and
taxss levied only in accordance therawith,
and no expenditure of the funds of the county
shall tliereafter by made except in striet
complianos with the budget as adonted by the
Court. =Zxcept that esmergency expenditures,
in gase of grave publioc necessity, to meet
unusual and unroreseen conditions whieh could
not, by reesonably diligent thousht and atten-~
tion, have been included in the original bud~
Zat, may Trom time to time he msuthorized by
the Courc as amendments to the orizinsel tud-
gat., In all cases where such amendmsant to the
original budget is made, a ocopy of the order
of the Court smending thes budget shall bte fil-
ad with tha Clerk of the County Court, and st~
tached to the budget originally adopted.™
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e are lnformed by the Depertment of Cooperative
Extension Work in Agriculture and Home Zcopomics of the Agxri-
cultural and Hechanical College of Texas thatj

"The Commisstoners' Courts of practicelly
all counties in Texas have, in compliance with
the state law, passed orders appropriating
funds to cooperate with the United States Depart-
nsnt of Agriculture Cooperative Extension Work
and the State of Texas, through the A, and i,
College Extension Service, in providing for
county agriculturel egents and home demmpstra-
tion agenta., These court crders aere continuous
at the discretion of the Courts and this agency.
« « « The mgents are amploysd by this Service
and assigned to the verious counties in coopera-
tion with the Commissioners' Courts. . . .T"

7e have hafore us a form of an order usually usad
by the Commissioners' Court in appropriating funds for Co-
operative Zxtension Work in agriculture_and home eocononmics
which provides in part: ‘

*This appropriation shall be continuous

annually until the Commissioners' Court or the

. Extension Service of the A, and !, College of
Texes shall dee¢ids to discontinue same, and
the order of diseontinuance shall be pessed
only during the month of , Whioh
time will be near the cloSe ol iae seeson and
the year's work. Otherwise this order and
agreement shall remein 1n effect from year to
year, The Commissionera' Court or the sxten-
sion Service of the A. and i. College of Texas
shall give notice in writing to the other co-
operating agency at least thirty days prior to
any official action pertaining to the dlscon-
tinuance of the work 1n the county and set a
date for a joint hearing. In the event the
work 1is discontinued, the order shall not be
effective until thirty days after the date of
its passage.”

By virtue of the above mentlioned statutes, the bud-
get for the county must be prepared in the maaner and within
the time prescribed by said statute. In pesparing the budgetl
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the salariss of %3 counly asriculftural <osnts z2ad lome
Jemonstraticn «s5ents should ~e incluvzd ia e cuduet. 1ha
salariecs of such za.ents could not ve »rovided ior in 3he
sudgat for mors than one yaar ot & tiae as tne btudget is
praparod witnin the tiue rayuired by stztuta2s ror only <ke
succeadipy waar. It will e noted thst ..ruicia Lo4, supra,.
authorizirs thse employnwnt oif counity a-;rlcuitural asents and
county homa demonsirstion wients, is sileat with r~fserscce
to the time wiicik they may te lagally civleyed. Ia viaw of
the 2tove mentioned statutes, it 1s our oplnion that the
Comnissionara® Court can le ally azpropricts Juncs 102 tie
zglaries of county agrbulzural & ents 2ad Some Jomonstration
asents und set ap such appronriations in ths county budret
irox ysar to year, and that these asproaosrictions shall ba
continuous snnually untll the Commissicrnars'! Court or the
sxtension Sarvice of the A, X .l. Gpll=z ¢ of Jaxea shall ie-
cide to discorntinus the gseme. .Arporently, -~ .xTaasion
service of ihe A. « i. Collaxze oI Texus niznces a couanty
agriculturz) zsent or home demonstration zoent in a county
Tor duty, and the Commisaionars' Court ajprooristes Iunds
Tor tha calaries of zuch asents from resr to 7=2r. Tthare-
fore, in answer to the above stated Jusstion it is our ooin-~
ion, as abova statad, that tue Somaulssioners' Court stall
annually eppropriate funds osnd set ud tns Ssme . ia the county
Ludret for the above meatloned agents and tha agprec-riction
shall ve continuous eanually until the (ommicsionears' Court
or ths Jxtension Jservice o1 tha A. & i, C0lls:se cof Tex2s
shall dacide to discontinue the same in compliance with the
agreement between the county and the ixtension vervice Ze-
partment of the A. & u. College of Texas.

Yours very truly

ATICRELY GIN %Al CF TTXEAS
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