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Regents of
of Texas is legally oapatble
of aceepting a deed to pro-
psrty for the purpose of
stablishing and maintain.
ing thereon = laboratory
of Oaeanography.
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your office as to whather or not the Board of Regents of
the University is legally espable of acoepting a deed to

the property.

"For your further information im this conneetion,
I beg to say that the Port Aransas FProperties, Inc., con-
veysd to the Board of Regents for the use of the Univeraity -
of Texas for a Laboratory of Ogeanography 2 traot of 10 sores,
more or less, out of the northeast corner of the Williem Lit-
tle Survey., The trect is adjecent to and on the west aide of
the United Statess Reservation on the north end of Musteng Is-
land in Nuegea County, Texas. The deed was for the nominal
consideretion of $1,00, This tract has proven to bs Imprac-
ticable for: the purpose of sonstruwting buildings tiereon be-
‘sause of the leaok of breskwater facilities, but in viéw of the
fact that it sdjoins the Covernment traot it may be used in
conneoticn with the latter tract for oceanography purposes.

*We proposs to pey the nominal consideration for ¢ he
conveyance out of & grant of $25,000 made to The University
" of Texas by the General Educatien Board for the purposs of -
oonstruoting and maintaining a Marine Blological Laboratery
‘on the Gulf of Mexiso, :

“In view of the fact that the foregoing domtion
was made to the Roard of Regents, in trust, for the sslentifis
purposs above. outlined, the Board would seem to have the suthor-
ity to soguire this property by conveyanos from the U.S. Governe~
mnt under the yrovisions of Article 5264, Vernon's Aanotated
Oivil Statutes. of Texas. This atatute reads ss followss

»tuhensver the Board of Regents of tis Univer-
-84ty of Texas shall have been made trustees by a .
will, instrument ir writing cor otherwise.of a
. trust for a ssientifis, educatienesl, philanthropie
or charitable purpose, or other trust for & publie
purpose, that they may act by a quorum of the
Boasrd or a majority of all members; unless othexr-
wige -direoted by the texrms of the will or instru-
wont, &8 such trustess they may exercise for the -
purposes of the trust the power of eminent domein,
and may condemn land and other prog:x’u Q=
vided in this shapterj the power &ire exist-
ing of gondempation for University purposes is
not arffeoted hersbdby.t'" ) :

-
L



¢

Dr, Homer P, Rainey - page 8

It is our opinion that the Board of Regents of
The University of Texas does have authority to aceept
the deed of conveyance exesuted, or to be exeguted in the
nenner desocribed by you, and that Article 3264b, of the
Revised Civil Statutes, Vernom's Codififcation, quoted by
you, constitutes sanction therefor,

;

Very truly yours
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

By (8) Ocie Speer
Assietant
C5-MR
AFPROVED AR, 13, 1942 APPROVED
(s} Orover Sellars Opinion Comittee

First Assistent Attormey General = By BE.W,B. Ohairman



