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Tarrant County
Fort Worth, Texas

Dear Sirs Opinion Noe. O-4557 /

_ Ret Legality of oommissioners’ ocourt
employing a board of equeliration
composed of qualified real estate
men in Tarrant County.

Your letter of April 21, 1942, requesting the opinion of this dew
partment upon the above stated question reads in part as follows:

"Pleaso give us an opinion on Artiole 7206 where Commissioners sit as a Board
of Equalization. _ : :

"Tarrant County's veluations do not seem to be in mocord with the City of Fort
Worth's equalizatioms, therefore, would it be within the law for the Commission-
ers! Court to employ a Board of Equalization composed of qualified real estate

men in Tarrant County?™

Apparently you desire our opinion ae to whether the commissiomers!t
court oan legally employ skilled experts to value for taxation purposes prop-
erty in your ocounty generallys We do not think that your inguiry presents a
proposition as to whether or not the ocommlssioners' court may legally employ a
mmbexr of persons o compose a board of equalization to act in 1ieu of the
comnissioners? court sitting as a board of equalization.

The duties and powers of the compissioners’ court, sitting as a
board of equalization, are emumerated in Title 122, Chapter 7, more particu-
larly Artioles 7206, 7211 and 7212, Vernon's Amnotated Civil Statutes. The
oomissioners® ocourt mey validly employ skilled experts to value for taxation
purposes property in special instances, where <techniocal equipment is required.
(Marquart v, Harris County, 117 S.W. (2d) 494), The case of Roper ve Hall, 280
280 S.W. 289, holds in effect that the commissioners' ocourt of E}'eesEone Coune
%y had the implied power and authority to employ a firm of tax engineers to
value certain oll propertiess '

In the case of Marquart ve Harris County, supra, referring %o
Articles 7208, 7211 and 7212, Vernon's Annotated Civil Statutes, it is stated;

"Undsr them it would seem never to have been contemplated that the board of
equalization should aot upon anything other than the assessments first render-
od to them by the tax assessor-collector, and not initially upon their own
motion,"®
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It will be noted that by virtue of Article 7206 the commissionerst
oourt, sitting as a board of equalization, shall ocause the aszessor to bring
before them at such meeting all seid essesament lists, books, eto, for inapeo-
tion, and see that every person has rendered his property a.t & fair market
value, and shall have power to send for persons, books and papers, swear in
and qualify persons, gscertain the walue of such property, and lower or
raise the value of the same,.

It will be observed that Article 7212, Vernon's Civil Statutes, pro-
vides in effeoct that the Dboard of equalization shall have power, and it is
made their officlal duty, to supervise the assessment of their respective
counties, and, if satisfied that the valuation of any property is not in ao-
cordance with the lawsof this State, to inorease or diminish the same and to
affix a proper valuation thereto as provided for in Article 7211; and it is
the further duty of such court to oall before it such persons as in its judge
mant may know the market value or true value of such property, as the ocase may
be, 1y proper process, who shall testify under oath the character, quality and
quantity of such property, as well as the value thereof, And the commissione
ers? court, after hearing the evidence, shall fix the value of such property
in accordanoo with the evidence so introduced, and as provided for in Article
72113 and their action in such case or ocases shall be finale

We have failed to find any statute or court opiniom authorizing and
empowering the commissioners'! court, either expressly or by implication, to
employ any person or persons.in the ocapacity mentioned in your inquirye There-
fore, we answer the above stated question in the negative.

Yours very truly
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