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' We have your letter r.dunix;ng an opinion
this Department onm the question whethsr the Texas wor
Control Board may purchase seversl ysirs of coveralls to
be used by its employees in warking in warshouses and pay
for same out of the Gonriselxed\Qgguhryrhnd. ,

The purchass- for whicq‘thaféonriﬂanttd Eiquer
Pund mey he cxp-ndod/arc‘pxovideé by\Qtrnon'l Ponal Code,
Artiole 688, Beetion 30¢ Sy
P

“The n‘t proooo&: frum all sales as pro~
vided in this Seation shall . be pleced in &
separats fund by the Board apd may be used from
time time for defraying such expesnses as may
be péaesmary for the- investigzation of and ob-
tazhingr/gidcnao for vioiations of the provi-

S}A\fat.

We asgums that the tnployoel of the Board work
1n 1iquor warehon: os Tor the purposes of investigating
and secur svi of viclations of the Ao, If {t

be negessary, t Jndgmont'or the Board, to provide
them with oaveralza to be used exclusively in this work,
we think the Poeld may 4o 80 and pay for ths coveralls
out of the Confiscated Liguor Fund, Of aourse, the cover-
alls are merely tc be loansd tc ths employses, not given
to them; to give the coveralls to the employee or to per-
mnit their use by the employse for his private purposes,
would erroot a grant of publioc property not authnrizcd by

law,

. The question of purchasing articles of wearing
apparel deened noooasary to the accomplishment of the work
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of the Department is cne primarily addressed to the dis-
cretion of the head of the rticuvlar department. Unless
there is a palpable and arditrery abuse of disoretion, the
deoision of the department head -should not be set aside.
The test of the validity of such zurohuu is whether they
are reasonably necessary to effeot the State's purposes}
if so, the fagt that an inocidental personal benefit may
acorue to the employes will not make the sxpenditure one
for private, rather than pudblis, purposes. It is contem~
plated that the employees of the Stats should provide them-
selves with the ordinary and usual articles of wearing
apparsl; these oannot be furanished by the Departments
unless expressly sauthorized by the Legislature az & part
of the euplg.{n'l oompensation. But articles of wearing
apparel peculiarly nscessary for the sccomplishment of

the work of the State may, as above indicated, be purchas-

ed by the Depariment.
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