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Honoreble i, A, Woods
Stete cuperintendent of Fublic Instruction
auatin, Texas

Lear 8irx: Opinion 3o, O=4 .
: Re: Eligibi}Yity of Tadisonville
lndependant-8§chool Distriet

for Rural Ald R

R Hougd BiLl #28%, Acts
& L,7th/Legislature, pro-

) units o mMOTe
: g Tostitutions
bdrateries shall
e Joint Legislative
oeive 4 tultion pay-
78, to exc=-& Seven Dollars and -
aba 1§7+.50) per month for not to

ve (5) montha on a:l.l h:Lgh sehool

The Madlep 71113 &choal in kndiaan County has
12 square nilef in area and 31 units of atfiliation.
The Sam Houston State Teachers College sends

speotive tesshers to Kasdisonville to 4o pract
teaching in vocational agriculture, and to thi: X~
tent the school serves as a practice teaching labora-
tory for the college. The school offleiels have sub~
mitted & tultion report o this office for all the
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high sohool ohildren 11 in Medisonville, totaling
. §4,500., Approximately 30% of the total number
enumerated in the 4istrict are in classes that serve

as laboratory purposes.

*"The Joint legislative Advisory Commlttee has
considered the tultion approval under thias provision
and failed to spprove it, This offlice would like to
know 1f this tuition were presented to the State
Board of Education and approved by that body, would
payment of the claims be authorized under the atatute
when this article and Article 1 are considered Jolntly.
Steted differently, would any school have to meet the

- 8ligibility requirements of Artlele 1 in order to
participate in the allocation of either of the three
types of ald on ehildren living within the distriect
provided for in the Aot,"

Artiecle I, Section 1, of said House Bill Ko, 284 pre-
soribes the prerequialtos‘Ibr-eligibility for rural eid, and -
reads as followst

"Section 1, Socholeastic Population Of The Dis-
triet. State aid under the provisions of this dect
shall be distributed in such a way 3 to aessist all
school distriots which have not fewer than twenty

(20) nor more than five hundred {50G) original enu~
nerated scholastics within the grades classified to
be taught remaining in the district after transfers
out, and consolidated and/or rural high sohool d&is~
tricts which have an average of not more thean two
hundred (200) scholastios of each originsl distrioct
composing the ooneolidated and/or rural highschool
district unit} provided that the maximum limitations
as to scholastie population for eligibility herein
set forth shall not apply for typs of aid to any
school district whioch is nine (9) miles or more in
length or contains forty-eight (48) square miles of
territory or more, provided there is not located in
such distriet an.indorporated city or town havin? a
population of more than thirty-six hundred (3600
inhabitants, acoording to the last precsding Federal
Census, Districts maintelning a school at home and
having less than an average of one (l) enumerated
scholastic per square mile are exempt froam said minl-
mum scholastic requirement and are eligible for aid
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for only one teacher unless & geographiecal barrier
necessitates the operation of two sehools for the
same rage in said district, such geographicsl bar<
rier to be determined by the State Department of
Fduocation subjeet to the approval of the Joint lLeg-
islative Advisory Committee., If they e¢an show budg-
etary need therefor, all other distriots having leas
than said minimum scholastic requirement, shall be
eligible for only tuition and transportation aid to
the nearest accrdédited school on enumerated scholas-
tios whose grades are not taught in such district."

You have advised us that the Madisonville 3Independent

+ School Distriot has & scholastic population of 888, It there- -
.fore does not meet the eligibility requirements of Seotion 1,
quoted above, which makes only those school districts eligible

- whigh have "not fewsr than twenty (£0) nor more than five hun-
dred (500) original enumerated scholastics. . " This fagt, |
we believe, disqualifies the Madisonville distriet eveén though: -
it comes within the proviso of Seation 1 of Article IV, quoted
in your lettex. - - ' ; - '

- Yours very truly

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
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