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reaoraltle ¥runer R, Penniven, Chaixren
etpto Commission for the Blind
icetin, Texas .

reayr Sire

. “Oonvention"c

You esk the opinion of departnent

%2 traveling expense of & ¥épr satfxe of your Com~
xzigsion to Houston, Texas,

‘It eppears that ir \wrder ¢4 save time and money

in ccntacting eye spe

. 8 State with regard to
‘tn establisment of & acke

fexs for-treatment and

ahon, whsre the doctors of

" 5FQ

7exas vere assefbled at ths cokyention of the State Medieal

Aseogiation. The exdxlenation of\the trip eppeering on the

¢xpence mocount chmmibled to the/Comptroller is as follows:

o8 needins eye operations end a
tetion for approved eye physicians
eveilable for verfcreing these services, Talke-
ed with dcctors ebove nared end Dr, I'urst and
Dr. Cykes, exrleining the progran. Secured
tire to snesk on this subject to the general ™
group of eye gveclalistis al a study nmeeting
they were atitending. Secured the appoiniment
of a committee of eye specilelists to work with
the Commisnsion toformulate itz policies govern-
ins its t{reatment of eye cases. :
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Eonorable Bruper R. Penniman, Chairman, Page 2

vAdvised with Miss Wimberly of the Houston
* Lighthouse on kow to secure information on

vies governing local market suprly on mops.™
There 18 no question ralsed by the Comptraller
wvat the trip was not for State business purroses. The
semptroller raises the question that the trip was to a con=-
yention and advance written approval of 1t was not obtained
fraz the Attorney General, as required by the following
rider to the current deparizental appropriation bill:

. "Ho moneys hereln appropriated shall ever =~
be spent to pay the traveling expenses of any -
state employee to0 any type of convention with-
in the State or without the State, excent upon
advance written approval of the Attorney Genor-

al as being for State's business.™ L .
Under- thié'rider, vhere an enployee of the State
ettends a convention, he must obtairn from the Attorney Gen-
¢ral before maeking the trip a written approval of the pur-
tose of the trip as being for the transaotion of Statet's
business, else his traveling expenses cannot be paid.
Your letter and accompanying information reveals
tiat the employee of the Commission went to Houston to a
toavention. The faet that the employee was not a member

of the Nedical Assoclation end was not interested in and
¢1d not attend upon the general proceedings of the conven=-

~ tion does not render the trip any the less a trip to a

tcavention. The rider was designad to cover any end all
situations where sn employee travels to s convention, :
v.cther as a member or delegate of the orgzanization con-
Yeaing, as an invited guest speaker, or Simply as an em-
Jloyee of the State baving business of the State to trans-
¢ot at the convention. In fact, the ususl situation pre-
feated_ uwider this rider is one vherein the employee of

‘e ftate is ernabled, because the convention assembles
‘ozether a number of people he must contact for the Sfate,
‘3 40 his job at less exvense there than by calling upon
‘e individuals severally. Nevertheless, the Legislature
+23% required edvance written approvel by the Attorney
weneral of such trips, and the legislative mandate is
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rzaorable Bruner R, Penniman, Chaiman, Page $

¢tiigatory upon the aocounting officer of the State,

® regret to advise that, under the circumstances

(e traveling expenses involved cannot be paid.
; “ Yours very truly
ATTORNEY GENERAL. OF TEXAS

w Ilaities

Re W. Fairchila

‘Assistant
T

JUL 31, 1942
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