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C. MANN
ATCORNEY GEAERAL

Honorabls To M. Trimble, Pirst Assistant

States Superintendent cof Publis Instrustion
Auatin, Texas

Dear &ir:

pt ositversation, please
pwing statement regarde

ouring & portion of our

d for our Summer Teirms oOr

3f the recsntly smmcoted HB Nol.210
funds here appropriated shall be
4 distributed mmong the Publis

: to receive it on
the buu Y PAfty Dollars (§080) por miu rw

say t ) L‘-“ time student! means fa
atudnnt do!.na nﬂur; semester hours of work, and
that the mumber of fulle-time students enrolled in
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school to be banefited by this aot siall
detommined by dividing the total number of samss«~
tor hours of work csrried by al)l students enrolled
in schoul, ap of Yovember 1, in sny fiscal yomr,
by fifteen.? \

It setms to no taet St wonuld be possible to
interpret the above lanzuags to msesn that if a
sollege cparates an & trimsster basis or any other
besis which ineludes mors than the cpdinary scho-
lastic year, it should reeeive an additicnal pro-
rata owmancs for ihe extra tioe whiall it operntes
over and above the normal scholastic yesr, In other
words, if a colleje Las three full semssters of work
each Jear, it sesns to me that the college ahould
recaive a per ospits sllctment of §78 in sach i
eal ysar for e&ch fulletize student surclled as of
Fovemder ) instead of £50 per year.

*1 think this would be a just and equitalle intere
protation for the rolleowing reasons:

1+ Accelsrated college progrems, such ss the trie.
sagter or other similaxr programs, are gertalaly in
iine with general national polioies at ihis tima,

V2. If we snsourage stufents to enter college this
summer, continus tlwoughout next Loug Session snd the
fulil summer, thwYy will thus camplets two full yesrs
‘of ocollage treining, end we will securs ualy one §50

tionment on puch students unless tie luw is prope
orly interpreted,

"3, dany colleses, including Laser, will probakly
have to sbarge a higher rate of tuition for the sum-
aer Semssier thmn for the Long Session unluosg & proe
rate of the appropriation oan be made svasilable for
the Swamer Segsion. It is hardly fair to studenta to
sncouraze thom to follow an moe ted progcrom of
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"4, It is uy understanding that state-sup-
ported senior colleges and universities receive
& susasr session appropriation, Sines jumior cole
leges have not% 40 far received suck & sumar ses-

e
"Sa Sinoe the tolal amesunt of monsy to DO A=
g:prut«l under this act sannet exssed $804,800,
State abould not objest te & partien ef Soe
funda being used to help sustain Summer Bessi
under the new asoslerated as the great
Jority of Public Junior Ce o8 will operate on
an acsslarated at least for the duration of
the war and thareaftare, Therelore, I ses
no possidbility of an inequitabls distridution reo-

sulting ;’m ‘ interpretation which I eam urging,’
" EER

!

You regquest our opimdon on the following question:

“Is 4t bls to interpret this law Yo mean
that & 0o operating un & trimester hasis
ean recelve $76 each fiscal year for sash fulle
time student snrollsd as of June ) inatead of
the $50 por year now paid colleges operating om
the semester basisl”

'ems.n aonditions for the purposs of ;
funds of the pblis Junior oolieges eof state, You ask our

opinicn as to ths proper interpretation of the last paregreph
of Ssctidn I1I, which reuds es followms

Houss BAll No. 210 is an Aot making appropriatiens under
.&'s—nm the loeal

"Provided that emoh of ithe above Publis Juntor
Colleges shall qualify within ths requirements of
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this Aot} and provided fupther that the funds
ners appropriated shall be dishursed to and
distributsd among the Publie Junior Colleges
whioh qualify to rogeive it on the baais of
Fifty Dollars ($80.00) per osapita for each
Full time student per soholas year or equlive
alent thereof if ths ocalendar yesr lp dividsd
into more than two (2) terms} provided tnat
the tarm 'full~time atudent! shall net include
mexbera of tie Armid Fordes of the TUnited states
of Amerios and suxiliaries thereof or members of
tae Armed Forces Rossrve of the United States of
Amories and any other student whose sxpenses are
?M by the United 5tates Covermmant; and provide
ng that "fulletimo student! as hereln used ip
defined a5 & student doing fiftesn (15) aemoster
hours of work, and that the number of full.time
studentes snrolled in any school to be banefited
by this Aot saall bs dotermined by dividing the
total muber of scxmester hours of work earried
by all students enrolled in any school, &a of
November i, in any fiscal year, by I {1s)."

answer, ror it is our opinion that «00 capita for
full time student ie tinc maximum amount oh san be grante
undsr the Ast,

RKe think it elear tist your question requives a Ative
ted

That part of the Ael quoted above Authorizes a grant of
£650,00 per capita for eact full time student per acholastio year
or equivalent thereof if the celendar year is diviied into more
tian two terms, It dees %mmrm & grant Tur auy part in
excase of the ssholastic ¥ or any part in sxcess of the “e-
ﬁvumt thereof.” Wy think that the absaense of lan uays make

sush grant means a0 tosre ia mo such grant. And we fure
ther think that “equivalent tuereof™ are words of linitation
used by the Legislaturs to ahow that no distincition wvus to Le
neds betwesan tihcss Junior oclleges offering two teérws and those
sffering a larger nuadsr,

Lk
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The correctness of thie sonolusion iz suown Ly two
additional factors. No standard 1s set up Lo iulde tus offie
cers charged with toe administration of the Acl wiitx regpeet
to any exsess of the "eQuivalent thereof." Alco, tas formls
sot ocut in the Aet for the determination of tis munber of fulle
time students shows tiwt no distingtion ia to Le made between
those studants in a somestiar sshool and thoss in & triamsster
:chug:.;hfer the basis of determination is exactly tiss same

or

You are, therefore, advised that a junior college
operating on & trimester basis is entitled to no aorse than

$50400 per fulletime student, under the terms and coniitions
gpecified in House Pill No. 210.

Véry truly yours
ATPCAMEY ORHERAL oF
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