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QFFICE OF THE ATT.ORNE? GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GERALD C, MANH
ATTORNUEY GEXIRAL

Monoradble Jo Kl Winfree, Chairman
douse Comzittee on Rovomue and Taxation
Houge of Representatives

Austin, lexas

Daoar k. ¥infreoag

¥e bog tp ‘ your letter ask-
upon the abeve-

_ N
, It 1s tho epinien of e department that a bil}
which, as ly 8 "Does not ralse additionsl

not violate & 33 of cle III of the Constitution.

ti 23 declaresy

le/Tor reising rovenue shall

te1in tho House of Representatives,
¢ Ay amend of reject them as

other b1i1ls "

¥e have no court decision construing this Section
of the Constitution in the respocts under consideratiocn here,
' but the Supreme Court of the United States has eonstrued Bec-~
| tion 7 of Article I cof the Constitution of the United States,
; which provides, *All bills for raising revenue shall originate
in the liocuse of Reprosontatives,® .
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donorable Jo¢ & winfree ~ pape O

in the constructien of that iHcction, wihlch ap-
jears Lo be subplantlally the snrce as our's, the Supranc.
court satdy

®The constructicn of thie limitation is
practically well seottled by the uniform action
of Coangress. According Lo that comstructiom 1t
has been confined to bhille to levy taxes in
the strict scnse of the word, and has not beon
understood to oxtend tc bills for other
poses, which incidentally create roveme, & & &%

OCbviously, "a bill which does not raise adﬁitténal
revemi¢ but whioh reducos or abolishes an existing tax™ can
nct dbe a bill ®*for raising revenue,¥

This dopartzent haeid in OPinion Ko, 0-4061 that e

senate Bi1l wae not & bill for raising revenue where ita sole

and only jurposs was to amend an act retsing revenue, undor-
tuking to exompt certaln instrupents from the tax levied by
tbe original uwot, We hand you herewith a copy of that opin-
ion. .

Yery truly yours

~ ATTORNTY GENTRAL OF TEXAS
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