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' OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
P AUSTIN

. GERALD C. MANN
AYTORNEY GENSRAL

sonoreablie k., Kiley Wyatt, Member
fexas Prison heoard

brady duilding

ban Antonio, .ioxas

Bear al'. Wyatty Opinion Ko, 0-0248

joriNY ef the Legialative
. gating Coeomittee with

Mi to investigate the
he legal right to

egislative connittec referrai to by you 1is,
e investigating Committee asuthorized by Sen-
ate posolution ko, 4 of the 48th Legislature at its reru-
lar session on Januery 1%, 1942, and appointed Fedbruary
15th Lhereafter.

The Conuittee is conposed of Cive mephers of the
senate, appointed by the Lieutemant Lovernor, and its pow-
ors arc very bréad, and in nowise linited te the State pent.
tentiary systen.
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The Compdttee is authorized %to eitl at such
times and places between this date and the date of
the convening of the regular session of the 49th Leglis-
lature,as ey (o such Comsitiee seex necegsary and prop-
er; snd the (ouuittes shull continue the inguiries here-
tofore begun by the Loumtittes authorized amvd appointed
&t a regular session of the 47th Legislature realative
tu law viclations and Lhe adminiestration of all state
laws ard any of thoe matters pertaining to or affecting
the revenues ¢f the Htate govermment, and the expendi-
ture ef taxes, fees, und assesanents, and te inquire
inte any viher affairs and activities of governmental
departuents amnd institutiens of whatever kind and char-
acter, as such activiities in any way affect the financial
or othier welfare of the uovermpent and the citizene of
Texas ¥

The Conaittee is clothed with the pewer to form-
ulate rules of procedure and evidence; to issue proceess
for witnegees, ani Lo conpel their attondance, ard the
produstion of all books and records in comnnaction there-
withi; to punish disodbedinnce as for contempt; te inspect
and make copies of any books, recoris or files of the de-
partuapts and insiitutions; and oll the povers necessary
in order to mccomplish the purpose fur which it 1s ap-
pointed.,

The tommittee is espeeially authorized to employ
api componsate 4ll necessary investigators, auditors,
clerxs, stenuvgrajbers, and any other nocessary employeers,
aid Lo RAKE apd Keep a record of fits investigations.

ibe souwsittee is furtibersore aulhorized to call
upun the Atigrney veneral's Departwmoent, Auditing Depart-
wont, apd all siber dopuriments for assistanee and advice,

it follows, of course, that the Connltiee pay
abil probably does avail Ltself of the gervices and as-
sistance of porsons not sembers of the Comxittes ar of
the Leglslature.

Ul coursae, it is a fundaniental rule of decision,
uhu law as well, ibat & public offieer or functionary,
clotbe: with any part of the powors of governcent, may
not delegate tlicse powers Lo another, but the aid amd
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assistance of othors as akove outlined is not of itself
n delogation of any of the Committee's powers. I is
specially autborized as an aid te the Conmittes in the
exereise of iie own lawful powers.

irusting that what we have said sufficiently
angwers your inguiry, swe are

Very truly yours
ATTURNEY GEBKRAL OF TEXA

by Qe

Qcie Gpeer
Asgistant

Obi=KAil

Ol eitaa

COMBMITTEE

BY.
CHAIRKAN



