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~ 289. 48th Legisla~
oy the mmrchase of feod
and Peeaf cattlie, ot

Your letter of\4p ; D a. roquests the opinion

of this dopartment
uso that xay bdo m

ferreal from one 4lopdos
provisions of 84 A.
lature. Your gudgtions aroa

on to another undor the
negula.r Sonsion, 483th Legle~

ang of /gzardon and fars seadt®

to Bill o, 2369 roads as followsy

AR ACT authorixing the State Roard of Control
uMwwmmouwmnﬂorwumm
nary institution in Ioxas to anoth with the con-
sent of the dovornar, vhere such nm:ls are not necd-
ed in the mumuon frowm which either or all of
salid funis may be transferred, pro that the Act
shall be effootive for the curren scal yvear and
for each fisosl yoar of the next bienniumg authorize
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ing the Comptroller of Midblic Accoumnts t6 nalke trans~
fer of sald suns from one institution to another upon
writtem recuest therofor by the Roard of Control cone
surred im by the Govermor; and deoclarinz an cmergensy.

SES IT ENACTID BY THE LPGIBLATURY OF THE STATR O TVXAS:

fgection 1, Ihe State soard of Gontrol, and
with tho congent of the uovernor, Ls hereby authorized
to transfer any halance in any fund appropriated, op
local funds of any ono elecuoaynary institation, teo
another, vhore such fund or fumds are not noade& in
the institution from which elither or all of sald fumis
xay bo transferred) previded hovever, this Ast shall
0ot be effective er August 31, 10456, but such Agt
is meant to authorize transfor for the curront
fivcal yoar, and fur cach fiscal year of the next
bimw further provided, noe fund or funds for
new censtruction appropriasted ;m' any olesmosynary in-
astitutions will ever ke transferrad fron one inatitu-
tion to anether; and furiber provided, that no salary
of any esployee will he suppléopontod by the addition
of any |m O sums of money above yhat 1s appropriatod,
and no new position or poaitions will be cromted aml
paid for by ithe use of any such fund or funds, and
nons of such fund or funds so transferrod will be
used for any se othesr than purchase of feood,
clothing amd cine.

9geg, 2, The Stato Comptroller of IMublic Accounts
{8 hereby dirscted o npake transfer of the sum, or sums,
from eithor or all of the aforesald mecounts from one
inatitution to anothar, upon writton request thersfor
by the State Board of Control ooncurred in by the
Governir.

"800, 3, Tha fact thers way o halances existing
in the appropriatod or lotal funds of the el
institutlions that may be transferraed Ly -the State Board
of Control in the panner provided in thie Act, thusg odb-
viating the necegsity for the regquesi and fissuance of
a defiocioncy warrant, upon which there is alwsys a pé-
cuniary loss to the State; and the further fact that the
recllocation of such funds would probably result in the
eleenveyuary institutions deing maintained during the
fiscal years covered by this Aet without e deficioncy
varrant, and the further fact ihat unless such authority
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4 granted, an eaergensy apyropriation will de
aﬂmw‘ for -umnungm llt::’ mgmtm
ereates an onerg an srative ¢
nesosnity that mmuwnml Rmle requir-
ing billas to be read on thres several dxys in
oach ilouso be suspended, and sald rule 4is herddy
suspended, and thas this A6t shall take effect
and be in fer¢s from and after its passage, amt
i is a0 annated,” f

The transuisstion of ideas throuzh the medium of
the written word 12 fraught with 4diffisulty, for words fro-
qu;::xdeut oonvey a single and exaet peaning. It is
© roguired that thoss vho sesk the 50 thoughtd

o atithor of a written vord intended sust selest
that shade of meaning which the sontext suggeets,

This is the basis for the rule of stagntory cone
struction, "ioscitur a sogilis® «« the meéaning of wvords is
known fros the wvords with which they are sssceiatod. X4 1is
this prinoiple of construoctiom whieh must beé applied in as-
certaining the meanming of tho word *food® 4in the Aet undier
sonsideration. '

*Yood®, standing slone, way have the broad and
general meaning which ineludes those naterials which are
sonsumel by husens and anixals for the nourighment of their
bodies. The word, however, is frequontly used to refer only
te materiala feor human consusption,

To dotoraine whioch meanming vas intended 1in the At
here involved, we may and sbhould look to the words with which
“food* Ls mmgtolr amsoclated in the A0,

he Mt Xists Lhe purposss feor vhich transferred
funds he ox Bl as *food, olothing and medioine®, Ap-
plying r-uct 19 of statutory comstrustion shove refer-
red to, £t 18 cbvients frox iho assocliation of the word “food®
with the woerd Yclothing® that the intent was to liwmis the ox-
penditure of transferrsd funds ¢ food for human conmumption,

A sesopd guestion is involvead: Feed for deef cattle
and similar stock, and garden and fars sead prodnce
the procesaes of nature feod for human consumption. And oer-
taln garden and fara fesd (for exarple corm and hoans) are
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themselves suitadble feod for human mulguoa. Jut the
Ast authoriges only tho purchuge of "food®, and 1t is
clear that the artisls purshased munst be suitadle and
intended for buznan consumptiem. This langusge can not
b»e sonstrusl as allowing the purchase of articles whioh
are not Tood for husan copsumption, but vhich may pro-
duee foed for humsn sonsukpiiong nor can it be interpre-
tod as poruditting the 80 ¢f that wshich 4s food fer
human consusption, but vhich the purchaser doos not ip-
sand to use £o1 LAt purpose.

Xour quegtions are ansvered iu the negative.

very iruly yours
AITOINTY CEMERAL 0P TRIAS

By et si—

Re ¥, Valreiild
Asalistant
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