OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GarALD G, MANN
ATTORNEY GEXERAL

Taexag State Board of Medlical Examiners'
918 Teozas State Bank Buildins
Dallas, Texas ' S

Attentlon: Honorable J. I. Crove

| Dear Str: - . Opinion. No.
i T T . Re: Use of tho “H, D.

. dhis3tate, in signing
. pscription orders.
This will acknowled\- reégeipy of your letter re-~

i questlng &n opinion of g depaprtmendt.
' lotter‘ - ‘ G

TP TR

that doctorg li'ense- a bais state who are grad-
vates of Os:eopsthie Coldleghs rreqnently in writ-

goctors do thisg apparently
hnd have admitted to me that the
try places 4o not knov anything
s/that they'd starve to death as

i ‘®The Board has 1nstructed me to call this
; . - matter to your attention, and ask if guch activity
on the part of an Osteopathic physicien is not,
vhen intentional, culpable, as & purposive intent.
to deceive? Evidently some of these dogctors pro-
sune that since they get a license to practice .

R B R T T P P Ry T P

by I TP,



Ny

-.*-\-'ww.-muw-ﬁmihr

Q [TTRCIORPIRE 1 WPV SR VI T LT IR 1 SPITY (o Se F O S
I;

892

‘Texas State Board of Medical Examiners, page 2

médicine snd surgery in this state, they are also
authorized to assums the use of the title He Do,
whioh they have not earned.”

' : ¥e interpret your letter as requesting an opinion as
to vhother the use, under the circunstances deascribed, of the
abbreviation "M. D." by an osteopath violates any provision of
the Oivil or Criminal 1aws of this State.

Vebsterts New International Dictionary gives thia

" definition of the word "doctor®s

%An scademic title, originally implying that
its gossessow was 80 vell versed in & deparinment of
knouledge as to be qualified to teach; hence, one
on vhom this title has been oconferred by a univer-
sity or college, or other properly constituted au~
thority,., Among the chief doctoral degrees are:
Dootor of !‘hdiﬁine (H. Dc), TR - _

“In the case of COmmonuealth v. Hev Englaend Gollege of
OhirOpractic, 108 N. B. 895, 221 Mass, 190, the court said:

T “The word 'doctor!, as & prefix to & person's -
name, signifies an aoademic distinotion founded upon
having received & degree, and as commonly used, in-
-djocates skill in the genersl sdbject of medicine.

There is no statute, oivil or criminal expressly pro-

 hibiting the use _of the abbreviation ", D." by & person upon

vhom the degree_ dedicinae Dootor® has not been conforred. .
Whether such conﬁuct is "culpable” in the aense of subjecting
the individual to "consure or blame™ is not & question of lav,
&nd ve are not authorized and will rot undertake to express an
o€§gion upon ebgtract questlons of morality or profeasional
-] CS.e - . :
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