OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

AUSTIN

GERALD G, MANN
ATTORREY GENERAL

fonorable Toa MNoore

. County Attorney
Caldwall County
Lookhart, Texas
Attention: X« Yielder
Deay 31irs Opinton
' Ret Can the cted as

gensral 1$p \ [
0gally used 't

. Your letter x ; Y, requesting the opinion
of this department op sthted therein reads in

41/ Can the funds qolleotsd &s a genersl
improve t fax be legally used by the Commission-
ar's Cour¥ for the purgone of paylng officaer's aale
aries, either by transferring saxe ireotly to the

officer's salary fund or by first transferring sams
to the ganeral fund ead then to the officor's salary
fund* -




-
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This departasnt held in Opinion s, O0=413 that a
Commissioners' Court does not have authority te purchass right
of way out of the genaral funds of the county or levy a pudlie
inprovemest tax, and use the money for that purposse.

« XIn the case of Carroll v, 7illlaas, 202 8, W, 504
the Supreae Court of Texas axpressly held that the Jjury run&
and other constitutional fusds tharein designated coaposed of
funde ralsed by tazation ocould not Le legally transferrsd fraa
one t0 asother, and that Artiele 16)0, YVeraon's annotated Civil
Statutes, has applioaticn to speoial iundn civated by statutes
azd was not applicable to constitutional funds, The Court went
further acd helé ixn the Cerroll Case that Gection 9, Artiele

3 of the Btate Constitution not only placed s limitation on

the amournt of tazes whioch amaight bs levied by any ocounty for

the purpoeseu thercl: snumerated, but also designated and placed
e limitation on tho amount to be sapended, ic that taxes raised
for one purpose tueresin dofined could not de-expended for any
other purposs. -

Ve reapsctfully answer both of the sbovs stated ques-
tions in- the negative,

Yours very truly

ATTORNEY GINERAL OF TIXAS

:  (edett )t

Ardell wWilliams
Asaistant
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